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ach day’s mail brings us flyers of 

every description: news of festivals, 

clubs, concerts, and, of course, 

information about ways in which 
we can become the newest Fortune 500 
company with just a few hundreds spent 
at a convention with other hopefuls. In 
addition to the necessary details, the 
festival flyers often describe the area to 
be visited. Perhaps the setting is near a 
national forest or a lake or seashore. 
Museums and interesting shops are said 
to be in the area. Who could resist the 
gathering of the Nonsuch Dulcimer 
Club held in an old castle? In my travels 
to perform and teach I love to see inter- 
esting places, becoming part of the 
scenery myself as I listen to my dul- 
cimer friends talk about their home 
communities. I want to take you ona 
walk around the community that the 
Dulcimer Players News calls home. 
We’re not going too far, perhaps six 
blocks which are part of Winchester’s 
historic downtown area. 

We’re in a building on the corner of 
Piccadilly and Washington Streets. We 
share the building with several psychol- 
ogists and the American Cancer Soci- 
ety. Rumor was that a massage 
therapist was going to move into the 
room just down the hall from DPN. Can 
you imagine a better neighbor to have 
when we’re facing deadlines? 

We begin our walk at our entrance on 
Washington Street. There are lots of 
stately old Winchester homes nearby, 
and we’re directly across the street from 
the Quaker Meeting House. First Bap- 
tist Church is on another corner. We 
turn at the corner, heading east on Pic- 
cadilly Street and go one block over 
brick sidewalks to Handley Library. As 
you see from the picture, this is a build- 
ing you cannot miss! It is as wonderful 
as all libraries are, but we have an added 
treasure here. Donna Hughes is the chil- 
dren’s librarian and a story teller. You’d 
love her smile, but let’s sit at her feet for 
a moment and hear a story which she 
might accompany with the autoharp. 


fA Dear Readers 


Kouse Fire Hall 


We continue east on Piccadilly Street 
for another block to Loudoun Street 
Walking Mall and visit some of the 
shops. Clare loves Worth’s with its 
beautiful clothes. I’m impressed that if 
you buy a dress there you also get the 
coat hanger! Handworks Gallery, with 
its wonderful collection of handmade 
works of art, is an enticing place. Water- 
color artist and long-time friend 
Eugene Smith has a gallery. Perhaps his 
originals won’t fit in your budget, but he 
has prints and notecards which are dis- 
tinctive. There’s a pottery shop and a 
stained glass shop which just opened a 
few months ago; all places to tempt us 
to stay for a while and perhaps buy 
something before heading off to one of 
many delightful outdoor cafes for lunch. 

Let’s take another direction from the 
library, south down Braddock Street. 
Immediately you'll see an old white 
building with a large red apple (would it 
be called a statue?) in front. If you ever 
see a picture of Winchester somewhere 
this is the building you’ll see. The build- 
ing is older than the apple. The apple 
was part of a long-ago float in a long- 
ago Winchester Apple Blossom parade. 
Good place to get your picture taken. 

About a half-block from the building 
with the apple there are two significant 
places across from each other. On the 
left is Winchester Printers, the good 
folks who print Dulcimer Players News. 
On the right is a new building with a few 
offices. One of the offices is that of 
Peter Holtz, a podiatrist. Peter doesn’t 
play either dulcimer, but he’s a close 
friend which means we can stop and 
chat with him between patients and he’ll 
understand what we’re talking about. 


Handley Library 


Another half-block south on Brad- 
dock and we come to one of my 
favorite buildings in town, the Rouss 
Fire Hall where the fire engines are 
green. The weather vane atop the 
pointed roof can be seen for blocks, 
adding unique character to the down- 
town area. The picture tells the whole 
story. 

We turn right onto Boscawen Street, 
and on our left, half-way down the 
block, is the office of Lefkowitz Design. 
Jeff Lefkowitz is a long-time friend of 
Dulcimer Players News, designing issues 
for more than ten years now. George 
Dearing works with Jeff and is so help- 
ful to us as issues go together. 

Leaving Jeff’s office we head west 
for a half block and we’re back to 
Washington Street. Our walk north on 
Washington, with the old, beautiful 
homes, is enriched right now; the brad- 
ford pear trees are in full blossom. Two 
blocks later we’re back at the building 
Dulcimer Players News calls home. 

Just as you’ve shared your communi- 
ties with us via newsletters and flyers 
and with me personally when I travel to 
perform, I wanted to share this bit of 
Winchester with you. Even if I attend 
one of those seminars to make DPN a 
Fortune 500 company, I'll probably stay 
right here. Of course we’ll make sure a 
massage therapist moves next door. 


Dulcimerrily, 


Od 


Madeline MacNeil 
All photos this page, Phil Ellis 


Letters to Us 


Hello: 


My name’s Andrea, I’m fourteen 
years old, and I’m a recent subscriber to 
DPN. I just wanted to thank you for 
putting together such a wonderful mag- 
azine! I have been playing for only over 
a month, and am so in love with this 
instrument. Who knew anything could 
make such a beautiful sound? I’m so 
glad to read articles on other dulcimer 
players and keep up-to-date on the lat- 
est festivals, camps, articles, and infor- 
mation. Thanks again; your magazine is 
much appreciated! 

Andrea Weaver 

via e-mail 


Dear DPN: 

I received my February—April issue 
of Dulcimer Players News in the mail 
yesterday, and as usual read it cover to 
cover as soon as I got it. I want to thank 
you and your staff for such a wonderful, 
informative magazine. I really appreci- 
ate all the hard work you all do for dul- 
cimer players everywhere. Please keep 
up the great work and congrats on your 
25th anniversary! 

Last August I attended the ham- 
mered dulcimer workshop in Mountain 
View, Arkansas. I wanted to study with 
Cliff Moses as he was teaching an inter- 
mediate class and I wanted to learn 


Closing dates for the 


Display Ads: 


more about Celtic music. As an added 
bonus, Judy Schmidt was teaching the 
beginner class. Judy is my idol since she 
is the first person I ever heard play the 
hammered dulcimer back in 1994. 

I was a bit apprehensive about tend- 
ing the workshop by myself, thinking it 
would be informative but maybe not a 
lot of fun. I had an absolute ball! Not 
only was Cliff’s class rewarding and 
helpful, but he and Judy were so gra- 
cious to me, including me in various 
activities. We went to the park one 
evening and sang barber shop quartet 
songs. We weren’t too bad, I might add! 
I felt as though I had known these peo- 
ple all my life. That’s when I suggested 
we all climb in a nearby huge rocking 
chair and take pictures. Judy made the 
comment that we couldn’t be having 
more fun if we were a bunch of 
teenagers. How true! I highly recom- 
mend that anyone contemplating going 
to Mountain View please just do it. It is 
a wonderful place. 

I am so thrilled that I decided to play 
the hammered dulcimer. I have met the 
absolutely most wonderful, kind, caring 
down-to-earth people in the whole 
world and I feel really lucky to be asso- 
ciated with them! Plus, I love playing 
the dulcimer. What more could a dul- 
cimer player need? 

Judi Smith 

Jefferson City, Missouri 
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Ad Prices 

Unclassified Ads: 

45¢ per word. 4 issues paid in 
advance without copy changes: 
20% discount. 


recordings. 


Contact us concerning multiple 
insertion discounts. Advertisers: 
Please be sure to mention which 
kind of dulcimer is featured on 


For inquiries concerning interviews 
and articles, contact us for details 
and a style sheet. Unsolicited 
manuscripts are welcome. For returns 


Sam Rizzetta 


PO Box 2164 


Winchester, VA 22604 
Recordings and Books for Review 


Neal Walters 


of manuscripts, photos, or artwork, 
please enclose a stamped envelope; 
otherwise DPN is not responsible for 
their eventual fate. The DPN reserves 
the right to edit all manuscripts for 
length and clarity. The opinions 
expressed therein are not necessarily 
those of the Dulcimer Players News. 


9507 Colesville Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20901 


a - —— 
STOKER io, 
O° MOUNTAUNVIEW.AR ©? 


L to R: Jean Murray, Cliff Moses, Judi Smith, 
Christina Connell, Judy Schmidt, and Carl 
Schmidt 


Dear DPN: 

I am searching for a copy of A Cata- 
log of Pre-revival Instruments by L. Allen 
Smith. So far I’ve not been successful 
although our local library has been 
extremely helpful and patient. I would 
appreciate any help from Dulcimer Play- 
ers News readers. 

Helen. V. Johnson 

#167 Darts Lake Rd. 

Eagle Bay, NY 13331 

315/357-6404 


News and Notes, Letters, 
Events, Clubs 

Dulcimer Players News 
PO Box 2164 
Winchester, VA 22604 


UPS address: 
202 N. Washington Street 
Winchester VA 22601 


Technical Dulcimer Questions 


c/o Dulcimer Players News 


Dear DPN: 


In this picture Shirley Holder, for- 
merly of Swannano, North Carolina, 
now of Vero Beach, Florida is holding a 
cherry-wood dulcimer made for her by 
Edsel Martin of Old Fort, North Car- 
olina. [Ed. Note: Reference the article 
about David Massengill and his Edsel 
Martin dulcimer in the May—July 1999 
DPN.] This dulcimer is a companion to 
those Edsel made for Shirley’s father, 
Glenn Brown and his brother, Kent. All 
of the dulcimers have a carved eagle’s 
head. 

This beautiful instrument hung on 
Shirley’s wall for fourteen years until 
Don and Morna Scher asked her to join 
the group that plays at King’s Baptist 
Church in Vero Beach. 

Morna G. Scher 

Waynesville, North Carolina 


Dear DPN: 

Would you ever think I’d see a ham- 
mered dulcimer player in an old A & E 
movie? My husband and I were watch- 
ing Love In The Afternoon, a 1957 
movie with Gary Cooper, Audrey Hep- 
burn, and Maurice Chevalier. It fea- 
tured a Gypsy ensemble: two violins, a 
hammered dulcimer, and a concertina 
or accordion (I can’t remember which 
since I was too busy watching the dul- 
cimer player!). 


Gary Cooper was an older American 


playboy who was quite taken with young 


Audrey Hepburn. The band played the 
theme song “Fascination,” entertaining 
Gary and Audrey. The band was pre- 
sent at the hotel for each romantic 
scene, in the park (including following 
along in a rowboat), and even in the 
sauna. 

I was amazed that the dulcimer play- 
er never looked at his strings and kept 
up while the instrument was supported 
from a neck strap, resting on his stom- 
ach! His hammers were interesting 
looking too. I’d be interested in more 
information on this band. 

Ann Robinson 

Newport News, Virginia 


Dear DPN: 

I have appointed myself editor of 
Netscape’s Open Directory Project in 
the category of Arts/Music/Instru- 
ments/Mountain Dulcimer. I just added 
DPN to the category—you may want to 
give it a try. Here are a few links that 
may be helpful: 
http://directory.netscape.com/ and 
http://dmoz.org. Anyone interested in 
giving me a hand can sign up as editor 
following the second link. For informa- 
tion, please contact me. 

Jerry Rockwell 

PO Box 79 

Guysville, OH 45735 

www.jcrmusic.com 


Dear DPN: 

I am looking for hammered dulcimer 
players wintering in or near Sebring, 
Florida. If you are interested in getting 


Summer 1999 = 3 


together for jam sessions, please write. 
Suzanne Cartright 
660 S. Almont Ave. 
Imlay City, MI 48444 


Dear DPN: 

I have come up with a way of dusting 
under the strings of a hammered dul- 
cimer. The tools are a long cotton sock, 
a long ruler, and Endust. Put the ruler 
inside the sock, spray the sock with 
Endust, let the spray dry, and run the 
sock under the strings. 

Carol Niedzialek 

via e-mail 


Dear DPN: 

Happy 25th! I dug back through my 
DPNs and found that my earliest sub- 
scribed-to issue was Summer 1979, 
although I have scattered copies back to 
Summer 1976. 

Thank you for keeping me in touch 
with the larger dulcimer community 
through all these years. I’m envious of 
the incredible activity, excitement, com- 
mitment, and joy and wish that the Win- 
nipeg scene could reflect that. 

Thank you for all of the interesting 
articles and musical ideas. I eagerly 
await each new issue. Here’s to another 
twenty-five years! 

John Godfrey 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 


Editor's Note: We find we're also sharing an 
anniversary year with the Oklahoma City Tra- 
ditional Music Association (fifteen years) and 
the Cincinnati Dulcimer Club (twenty years). 
Congratulations to both organizations from 
all of us at DPN. OK) 


- Ron Ewing Dulcimers 


CAPOS 
Maple/ Walnut or Cherry $10.50 


224 East Maynard 
Columbus, Ohio 43202 


614-263-7246 


Ebony or Rosewood with Pearl Snowflake, $14.50 
Gold or Black Aluminum, $16.50 (Postpaid). Send SASE for brochure. 


e-mail: rewing@freenet.columbus.oh.us 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com. 


Debbie poorter 


Lyric’s Mama Music Presents: 


New Instructional Video for Fretted 
Dulcimer in DAD tuning: “Building Your 
Repertoire”, 20 tunes for $20! Bird’s-Eye 
view camera angles teach intermediate 
level songs including gospel, holiday, folk 
and more. Features a jam at the end so you 
can continue to enjoy tape after you have 
learned the songs. Tablature included. 


Debbie Porter Teaches Fretted Dulcimer 
Debbie's first instructional video for 
beginning fretted dulcimer in DAD tun- 
ing. Detailed information is provided for 
ABSOLUTE Beginners. Eleven songs are 
presented through video and tablature. A 
special feature is the “dulcimer-club-in-a 
box”, a special 20 minute jam at the end of 
the video. This allows viewers to learn the 
songs and then play along with a real dul- 
cimer club. (Approximately 1.5 hours 
length) 


Also Available: 


“a dulcimer ‘for ‘you, 
Darlin 


This CD/tape features a collection of old 
and new lovesongs performed on fretted dul- 
cimer, bass dulcimer, and dulcimette. Guest 
artists: Adie Grey, Sue Carpenter, Stephen 
Siefert, and David Schnaufer. Songs 
include: Don't This Road Look Don’t this 
Road Look Rough and Rocky, Tomorrow 
Nite, Are you Tired of Me, My Darlin?, 
Waiting on the Far Side Banks of Jordan, 
Let me Call you Sweetheart, Tennessee 
Valentine and I Will Too (two Schnaufer 
compositions) and more... 


“fretted dulcimer and vocals,” Debbie's 
first CD features 13 songs including Rose- 
wood Casket, Give Me the Roses, Pre- 
cious Lord, Marble Halls and more... 


“T love this recording” — David Schnaufer 


CD's- $15, Tapes- $10, Video with Tab-$20, 

Include $1.50 for shipping and handling, 

$3.00 for Priority Mail. Lyric’s Mama Music, 

Rt.6, Box 89B, Pittsburg, TX 75686, (903) 856-2714, 


e-mail: Lyricsmama@aol.com. 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact 


Missigman Music 
McSPADDEN Mountain Dulcimers 


Hammered and Mountain Dulcimer 
Books by MEL BAY 
and all your favorite independents! 


Send $1 for 
instrument, book, accessories catalog 
and receive $1 off first order. 


Hammered Dulcimer Recordings 
by Donna Missigman 
Lullaby * Old Grey Stones 
Wanderings * Snow on the Mountain 


Tapes $9 * CDs $14 


MC/Vsa or check to: 
Missigman Music 
Box 6, Laporte, PA 18626 
888-946-7841 
e-mail: ddulcimer@aol.com 


Sturdy, inexpensive full-sized dulcimers 
for schools and beginners, $44-$54. 
Solid wood fretboard, geared tuners, 
painted corrugated soundbox. Extra 
strings, rainbag, playing manual 
included. Hearing is believing, so we 
offer a 30-day money-back guarantee. 


Precut dulcimer kits for novice builders, 
frets installed, two-hour assembly with 


no sharp or unusual tools. Age 10 to 
adult. $29-$44. 20,000 sold! 


Group and School Discounts Available 


Books for beginners and their teachers: 


Meet the Friendly Dulcimer, the basics 
Easy as 123, 50 tunes, ages 8—adult 
The Mt. Dulcimer, for music teachers 


NEW! by Lois Hornbostel: 
The Classroom Dulcimer ages 10—adult 


Backyard Music, PO Box 9047 
New Haven, CT 03652-0047 or call 
203-281-4515 from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 


ap 


rom the Lexington Herald-Leader 

in Lexington, Kentucky we learn 

that Jean Ritchie was inducted as 

the first member of the University 
of Kentucky College of Social Work 
Alumni Hall of Fame in late February. 
Jean was the first graduate of UK’s 
social work program in 1946. 

Jean began her career in social work 
with the Henry Street Settlement in 
New York City before traveling to Eng- 
land and Scotland on a Fulbright schol- 
arship. Kay Hoffman, Dean of the UK 
College of Social Work, said Jean was 
the ideal choice for the honor. “Social 
work is something that meant and still 
means a great deal for her, and she has 
shown her commitment to the field 
through her work, music, and faith in 
the people of Kentucky.” Congratula- 
tions, Jean! 

The Southern Regional Dulcimer 
Championships were held at Mt. 
View, Arkansas on April 23rd and 24th. 
Ensemble Contest winners: Carole 
Bryan and Samantha Oberkfell; 
Michael Shull and Joe Collins; Holly 
Brockington and Dulcimer Group. 
Mountain Dulcimer winners: Linda 
Brockington; Michael Shull; Bill Van 
Dusen. Hammered Dulcimer winners: 
Samantha Oberkfell; Valerie Morris; 
Nancy Pattison. Congratulations to all 
of the contestants! 

Larry Conger, 1998 National Moun- 
tain Dulcimer Champion, has been 
selected to be one of the featured per- 
formers on an upcoming Japanese CD 
of acoustic music. He will perform 
“September On The Mississippi,” a 
tune he wrote for dulcimer, accompa- 
nied by Noriyuki Horiuchi on acoustic 
guitar. The CD will be released only in 


Japan. €3 


IN MEMORIAM 


From my earliest days attending the 
Dulcimer Playing Workshop at 
Appalachian State University in Boone, 
North Carolina, I enjoyed the friendship 
of Betty Carter. Betty, a mountain dul- 
cimer player from Hampton, Virginia, 
died May 2nd after a long illness. When- 
ever | performed in Virginia’s Tidewater 
area, Betty and one of her daughters 
would be in the audience, smiling and 
applauding —and asking when I'd 
return. 

Those of us who perform meet many 
fine people, most of them only once or 
twice in our lives. Some of these people 
become loving friends over the years as 
we celebrate the music that brought us 
together. Betty’s ASU Dulcimer Playing 
Workshop friends will miss her as will I. 
Our thoughts and condolences go to 
Betty’s family and many friends. 


Maddie MacNeil 


On a side trip to see what the Ozark 
Mountain Folk Center was all about, 
John Heise of Brookfield, Wisconsin 
met up with a mountain dulcimer—and 
it was love at first sight. He enjoyed all 
music (Bach played on the organ to fid- 
dle tunes) but, as a friend said at his 
memorial service last September, “He 
was a fanatic about the dulcimer.” John 
was a charter member of the Brookfield 
Congregational Church, where he tried 
to talk everyone into joining the Dul- 
cimers ‘n’ Stuff club, which he co-found- 
ed. He and his wife, Marge, were also 
members of the Rock Club and the 
Retired Seniors Volunteer Program and 
frequently took their dulcimers and col- 
lection of folk toys to schools for inter- 
generational programs. John was a 
special person and is greatly missed by 
his family and many friends. 

Ann DiBraccio 


Ben Stone of Montrose, Pennsylva- 
nia was killed in a kayaking accident on 
April 10, 1999. Ben was probably little 
known to most hammered-dulcimer 
enthusiasts but deserves great credit and 
remembrance as one of the three 
founders of the long-running Cranberry 
Dulcimer Gathering. In fact, the idea to 
organize the Cranberry was originally 
Ben’s. 


In 1976, John Kleske, a dulcimer 
builder from Binghamtom, New York, 
chanced to meet Ben Stone at the 
Maple Festival in Marathon. Ben, too, 
was building dulcimers and had a sales 
booth at the festival. 

Bob Wey had met Ben Stone in late 
1976 at the hammered dulcimer work- 
shop at the Cayuga Community College 
folk festival in New York, and he got to 
know Ben better through visits to his 
shop in Montrose. Bob had come to 
know John Kleske for the same reason: 
hammered dulcimers. It was coincidence 
that all three knew one another but not 
as a triumvirate. 

In a letter to Bob on January 1, 1977 
(which Bob still has and is not likely to 
part with), Ben suggested that the three 
get together somewhere one weekend in 
the summer of that year with a few of 
their hammered dulcimer friends and 
have a sort of Gathering. Not a festival. 
No big crowd. Not for the formation of a 
club. As they talked it out, the idea 
developed as being just a weekend of 
good times and music centered around 
the hammered dulcimer. 

Ben Stone’s original idea was for per- 
haps one or two dozen people to come 
to his parents’ farm. John Kleske, who 
for many years had run The Cranberry 
Coffeehouse, suggested that he knew 
just the place for such a gathering: the 
Unitarian church where the coffeehouse 
was held. That’s how the Cranberry got 
into the name why it’s always been 
called a gathering and not a festival, and 
why it’s always been at that church. 

From their own address books and 
those of their friends, Ben, John, and 
Bob put together a mailing list and liter- 
ally sent out personal invitations asking 
people to come for a weekend of music: 
the first Cranberry Dulcimer Gathering. 

Ben, John, and Bob clearly anticipat- 
ed some expenses which would have to 
be covered, so Ben proposed that they 
collect $3 (yes, three dollars!) each from 
everyone who showed up. The invitation 
went with encouragement to register 
and pay in advance. By July 4, 1977 they 
had 21 people registered. 

When they all got there, the three 
found that they had individuals who 
were able and eager to conduct work- 
shops on various topics. A workshop 


schedule was assembled on the spot. It 
was truly a do-it-yourself happening, and 
workshop moderating was purely volun- 
tary. On Saturday night they arranged a 
concert with short sets by those who 
seemed qualified. 

The First but certainly not last Cran- 
berry Dulcimer Gathering had an atten- 
dance of between 50 and 75. It was 
supposed to be for hammered dulcimer 
people, but folks with those funny lap- 
top things came, too. It had no stars and 
everyone had paid the $3 registration. 

Ben leaves his wife Joyce and daugh- 
ters Lila, Violet, and Jill. Those of us 
who knew Ben extend sympathy to 
them, but we can take comfort in know- 
ing Ben went out doing something he 
loved. All of the many, many people 
who've enjoyed the Cranberry Dulcimer 
Gathering over the past 22 years owe a 
great debt to Ben. 

The 23rd Cranberry Dulcimer Gath- 
ering on July 23-25, 1999 will be dedi- 
cated to Ben Stone’s memory. 


Bob Wey 


on Pedi 


\\ 
si" 


\ Litt 


A Solo Dulcimer Cassette 
of 24 Rare Old Fiddle Tunes 


$10. each + $2. shipping 


Grapevine Productions 


5456 Grapevine Road FREE 
Marshall, NC 28753 CATALOG 
{828} 689-9126 

e-mail; pedi@mindspring.com 

Web Site: www.nindspring.com/~pedi 


or our most up-to-date club 

directory visit our website 

(www.dpnews.com). Let us know 

if your club is not listed and should 
be or if we have some incorrect infor- 
mation. Should you and the internet 
not be intimately acquainted, we will 
gladly send you a complete list of clubs 
for $2.00 and a stamped (55¢) business- 
size envelope. Listings for individual 
states are free. 


New Dulcimer Clubs 


Australia 

Australian Hammered Dulcimer Association 
Dale Jacobsen 

PO Box 456 

Maleny 4552 Australia 

Ph/Fax +61 7 5499 9824 


Dulcimer Clubs 


Georgia 

Garden City Strummers 
Rick and Peggy Ertz 
4492 Hickory Drive 
Evans GA 30809 
706/855-7041 


Indiana 

Hammered Dulcimer Focus 
Paula Dillard 

1510 W 5508S 

Lafayette IN 47905 
765/538-2961 

pdil45 @gte.net 

Contact for meeting info. 


Dulcimer Gathering (MD) 
Carolyn Moses 

2510 Newman Rd. 

West Lafayette IN 47906 
765/743-5707 
dfmoses@concentric.net 
Contact for meeting info. 


Kansas 
Kaw Valley Dulcimer Club 


"Hearts starve as well as 
bodies; give us bread, 
but give us roses." 


-James Oppenheim 


Blue: Lion 


DULCIMERS, GUITARS 
AND ACCESSORIES 


4665 Parkhill Road 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 


Call or write for free catalog 


Cyndi Menzel 

1659 SW 28th St. 
Topeka KS 66611-1602 
785/357-5073 
kvdulclimer@aol.com 
www.personal.ksu.edu/~ 
3014tum/kvclub/ 

3rd Sundays 


Lousiana 

Lagniappe Dulcimer Society 
Helen Bankson 

4841 Woodlake Dr. 
Baton Rouge LA 70817 
225/753-7917 
MayleeSam@aol.com 


New York 

Hammered Dulcimer Players 
of the Northeast 

Dudley Moon 

43 Old School Road 
Selkirk NY 12158 
518/767-9222 
dmoon@wizvax.net 

4th Tuesday or Wednesday 


Tennessee 

Grand Old Dulcimer Club 
Glen Wilson 

8218 White Chapel Court 
Brentwood, TN 37027 
615/373-4270 

3rd Sundays 


Texas 

Northeast Texas Dulcimer Chorus 
Janice Marsh 

212 Bobwhite St. 

Pittsburg TX 75686 
903/856-2507 
jjjmarsh@swbell.net 

1st Saturdays 


Wisconsin 

Dulcimers ‘n’ Stuff 

Ann DiBraccio 

2565 N. 128th St. 

Brookfield WI 53005 

414/786-6059 

Ist Mondays OK) 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpbn@dpnews.com. 


aNeee Musical Reviews 


edited by 
Neal Walters 


me this Spring as you can tell! At, 

or certainly very near the top of my 

list, are a couple of debut albums. 
Steve Siefert has been wowing audi- 
ences throughout the South both as a 
mountain dulcimer performing partner 
with David Schnaufer and as a soloist 
and workshop leader in his own right; 
Lee Rowe’s reputation has been quietly 
growing as well. Steve and Lee have a 
great deal in common. They live in 
Nashville, they were influenced by 
David Schnauffer, and they both can 
really play. I’m sure there will be people 
who, years from now, will trace their 
interest in the dulcimer to the moment 
they became aware of what these two 
guys can do with the instrument. I’ll let 
history sort out the rest but you heard it 
here first. 


] he old mail bag was pretty good to 


t one level, Mountain Dulcimer is 
simply Steve Siefert sitting in your 
living room and playing through 
some 21 traditional tunes from the 
Southern mountains and beyond. Most 
of the tunes are truly warhorses in the 
genre, standard jam tunes in the South- 
east. I would normally find it a real 
struggle to articulate why the world 
needs another version of Soldier’s Joy, 
Buffalo Gals, or Cluck Old Hen. In 
Steve’s case the answer is quite 
clear...it really doesn’t matter what he 
plays, it’s how he plays it. He can cer- 
tainly play the tune straight and he usu- 
ally does, at least the first time through. 
Then, like master fiddlers, he adds sub- 
tle variations that logically develop the 
tune and show his complete under- 
standing of the tradition it represents. 
These tunes are difficult to play at fid- 
dle tempos—even for the best of play- 
ers—but Steve resists the urge to 
simplify the melody or take other short- 
cuts to make the job easier. Having 
seen him in action, I know that he has 
technical skills to die for but this 
recording shows that he also has the 


maturity to avoid showing off simply to 
demonstrate that he can. He plays 
under complete control. For a primer 
on how to play traditional tunes, this is 
the one to buy. 


ire & Wood also contains some 

great traditional music but, of the 

fifteen tunes on the CD, ten are 

Lee Rowe originals. In addition 
to his superb technical skills, Lee has a 
decidedly country feel to his playing 
that I think separates him a bit from 
other players. When you mix that with 
his keen sense of humor, his artist’s sen- 
sitivity to his surroundings, and the 
developing social conscience that 
emerges from reading his liner notes, 
you're talking about a pretty special tal- 
ent. His tunes range from a musical 
description of a street preacher drag- 
ging a large cross around town to his 
home town dominated by a naval ship- 
yard; from a meditation based on a 
Native American poem to a kitten play- 
ing Tarzan among the clothes racks in a 
store; from the lament for the loss of 
the best limeade in town to a lament for 
dead children gunned down in a school 
in Scotland; and from the warm 
thoughts imbued in the concept of 
cookies and milk to the sound of a 
Cajun Saint Peter shouting how y’all 
are! He also shows us that Pretty Saro, 
and Silly Bill, ought to be on every- 
body’s learn list. His playing is confident 
and poised with just the right amount of 
embellishment and decoration. This 
one is a keeper, too. 


homasina Levy (hereafter known 

as simply Thomasina) has a new 

CD, Holding Back the Night, 

that combines great singing and 
song writing with some wonderfully 
appropriate dulcimer 
arrangements—skillfully augmented by 
talented guests—into a delightful lis- 
tening experience. Guests include per- 
cussionist John Marshall; guitarist Jeff 
Pevar, who regularly tours with David 
Crosby; multi-instrumentalist Billy 
Novick on saxophones, flute, whistle 
and clarinet, who has several solo 


Wire & Wood © Lee Rowe, 
316 Players Ct., Nashville, TN 37211 
615/781-6772, (CD/Cassette) 


Mountain Dulcimer ¢ Steve Siefert, 
SCS Records, 9 Creekside Circle, 
Erlanger, KY 41018, 606/331-8340 
(CD/Cassette) 


Holding Back the Night e Thomasina, 
Back Seat Boys Music, PO Box 1469 
Litchfield, CT 06759, 860/567-1605 
(CD/Cassette) 


Night Dancer © Katie LaRaye Waldren 
and Candace Eileen Kreitlow, 
Heartwood Productions, PO Box 
113, Mazomanie, WI 53560-0113, 
608/795-2931, (CD/Cassette) 


Celebration of Centuries Timothy 
Seaman, 127 Winter East, Williams- 


burg, VA 23188, 757/565-1461. 
(CD/Cassette) 


> 


albums of his own; and Steve Schneider 
on accordion and hammered dulcimer. 
This is a deceptively complex album 
that very successfully combines the sim- 
plicity of the dulcimer with world-beat 
percussion, traditional melodies, con- 
temporary folk songs, and strong 
Thomasina originals. Danielle Mailer 
did a truly great job on the cover art as 
well. I don’t know where you’re going to 
get the money, but you'll need this one, 
too. Selections include If I Were a Car- 
penter, I Live Not Where I Love, Starry 
Night Waltz, Love Is Little/Simple 
Gifts. 


n the hammered dulcimer front, 
Night Dancer from Katie LaRaye 
Waldren and Candace Kreitlow 
would be an excellent addition to 
your collection. Katie on hammered 
and mountain dulcimer, fiddle, bodhran, 
and bowed psaltery and Candace on 
Celtic harp, guitar, Indian flute, and 
bowed psaltery regularly perform as 
Heartwood. They’ve selected pieces 
that represent the diverse aspects of the 
seasons, particularly the fall and winter. 
There are tunes from the British Isles, 
American folk tunes, and some original 
material. The arrangements are lush, 
well thought out, and exceptionally well 
played, capitalizing on the differing 
tonal qualities of the various instru- 
ments. I particularly enjoyed Candace’s 


hosgoBlin-stoney eno 
Makers and sellers of fine 
musical instruments 


We make: 
Folk harps 
Mountain dulcimers 
Mountain banjos 
Bodhrans 


We provide: 
Flutes 
Pennywhistles 
Bagpipes 
Hammered dulcimers 
Mandolin family 
Free reed instruments 
How-to-play books 
Tune and songbooks 


Contact us for a free catalog 


Hobgoblin-Stoney End Music 
34000 205" Ave, Red Wing, MN 55066 


Phone: 1-651-923-4709 
Toll Free: 1-US-Stoneyen(d) 


1-877-866-3936 
Fax: 1-651-923-4709 
Web: _http://www.stoneyend.com 
E-mail: stoney @ stoneyend.com 


Celtic harp, which provided a delightful _ cimer playing is perfectly suited to the 
contrast to Katie’s dulcimers while also —_ subject matter. He is very smooth and 


providing continuity from one song to relaxing on the slower numbers and his 
the next. It’s also worth mentioning that hammers dance over the strings as he 
there is over seventy minutes of music picks up speed, making wonderful use 
here. Tunes include Sleep Sound Ida of dynamics. The arrangements feature 
Morning/Cup of Tea Reel, Dick’s Mag- _— Tim’s flute and guitar playing as well as 
got, Heartdance/Monahan’s Jig, The his dulcimer. He also receives stellar 
Crossing/Restoration/Snowdance. support from Phillip Skeens on guitar, 


Henry Smith on bass, keyboard and 
percussion; Thomas Marshall on harpsi- 


inally, Tim Seaman’s new release, chord; J. Paulette Blair Murphy on key- 

Celebration of Centuries is subti- | board; John Turner on fiddle; Joseph 

tled Acoustic Instrumental Music Healey on banjar; and Rowena and 

for Williamsburg, Jamestown, and Laurie Seaman on vocals. The tunes 
Yorktown, Virginia and is Volume 2 in include James and York Bluffs, Flowers 


Tim’s Places of Abundance series. This of Edinburgh/Rose Tree/The French 
recording focuses on Virginia’s historic  Schottische, Will Ye No Come Back 
triangle. Sponsored in part by the City Again, The World Turned Upside 


of Williamsburg 300th Anniversary Down/Chester/Red Haired Boy. G3 
Commission, the recording features 

fresh arrangements of folk and Baroque Send books and recordings for review to 
pieces as well as Seaman originals Neal Walters, 9507 Colesville Road, Silver 


inspired by the history and geography of — Spring, MD 20901. 
the area. The music truly reflects the 
rich heritage of the area and Tim’s dul- 


SOUNDINGS 


Chatter 
Creek 


Hammered Dulcimer 
Festival 
Near Leavenworth, WA 


August 19-22, 1999 


A REPERTOIRE BOOK 
for the Fretted Dulcimer 


Revised, Second Edition 


Over 80 Arrangements 
by Anna Barry 


Featuring: 
15 New Arrangements : 
Most with Melody and Harmony Parts Rick Fogel 
American Popular Old English and 1 rty 
Early American Tunes; Christmas and Mick Dohe 
Easter Carols; Traditional Tunes in Non- Pat Nelson 
Traditional Tunings; Songs for Singing; . ‘ 
Marches for Mountain Dulcimer; Simon Chrisman 
Ensembles for Dulcimers Recorders 
Flute. Guitar Chords. Workshops 
Concerts 
“The Sound is the Gold in the Ore.” ammin 
Robert Frost e en vie e 


Order From: SOUNDINGS 
PO Box 1974 * Boone, NC 28607 
Singles Copies: $18.75 
Postpaid in the U.S. 

NC residents please add 6% Sales Tax 


Contact Kris Cimino 
425-485-4193 
E-mail: cimino26@aol.com 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com. 


Master Works aun 
D UST “2 


Bennington, Oklahoma 


Hammered & Mountain Dulcimer Workshops & Concerts 


Bon-Fire / Jam Session Russell Cook ¢ Dana Hamilton 
Barndance Sue Carpenter ¢ David Moran 
Antique String Instrument Mark Tindle ¢ Princess Harris 


“Show & Tell” Sweet Song String Band 
Master Works “Open House” Judy Schmidt 


Story Telling Elizabeth Ellis (storytelling) 
Primitive Camping Available and More! 


CMaster Works 


Hammered Dulcimers 
Bowed Psalteries 


Wood ‘N Strings / Master Works 
Instruments, recordings, accessories, 1801 Peyco Dr. South Arlington, TX 76001 


instruction materials, and lots of Beicien ian 
encouragement. 817-472-6991 or Toll Free 888-752- 


http://www. wnsdulcimer.com 
To receive a complimentary catalog, call toll free Je 


1-888-PLAY A HD (1-888-752-9243). Dealeinauives welcome 


Russell Cook 


EARS OF DULCIMER BUILDING 


‘Thanks for making my dream come true! 


Kunal A. Cot 


ASTEC, 
OT} 
Instruments For A Creative Spirit 


Events 


August 1 ¢ Lake Zurich, IL 

Lake County Folk Festival. Performances, 
dulcimer stage, workshops, children’s 
stage, singer-songwriter competition, 
and more. Info: Kate Moretti, 

PO Box 113, Lake Zurich, IL 60047. 
847/540-5527. Kmoretti@aol.com. 


August 6-8 ¢ Salem, WV 

Dulcimer Weekend at Fort New Salem. 
Workshops (MD, HD), concert, and 
jamming. Info: Carol Schweiker, Fort 
New Salem, Salem-Teikyo University, 
Salem, WV 26426. 304/782-5245. 
Fort@Salem.WVnet.edu. 


August 9-12 ° Mt. View, AR 

Summer Hammered Dulcimer Workshop 
at the Ozark Folk Center. Beginning 
and intermediate levels. Classes, jams, 
concerts. Info: Ozark Folk Center, PO 
Box 500, Mountain View, AR 72560. 


Summer 1999 = 9 


870/269-3851; ofe@mvtel.net: EVENTS CALENDAR DEADLINES 
www.ozarkfolkcenter.com. 


August 13-15 © Chehalis, WA i re May ~ July issue: | 
Kindred Gathering the 25th annual! A ane se Ist weekend of May 
gathering for friends of modes and This j fs gn Labor Day weekend 
dulcimerie. Workshops, concert. S our largest yearly calendar 
Info: Susan Howell, 1009 N. 36th St., Deadline: February 1st 

Seattle, WA 98103. showell@mcn.org. August - October issue: i 


August 13-15 © Mt. Laguna CA ete from the Ist weekend of Aug 
Gathering at Mt. Laguna. Workshops for | through the 2nd weckend of Novy. 
dulcimer, harp, guitar, bowed psaltery, Deadline: May 1st 

and more. Concert Saturday night. 

Info: Susan Raimond, PO Box 213, 

Mt. Laguna, CA 91948. 619/473-1213. i 


August 13-15 ¢ Steele, AL 

Ole’ Time Folk & Dulcimer Festival. 
Workshops, stage performances, 
jamsessions, pot-luck supper, door 


A November - January issue: 
Events from the Ist weekend of Nov 
through the 2nd weekend of Feb, . 
Deadline: August Ist 


February — April issue: 
Events from 1st weFekend of Feb. 
through the 2nd weekend of May | 


prizes. Info: Linda and Earl Templin, Deadline: November 1st 
4350 Loop Rd., Steele, AL 35987. | ; 


256/538-3191. el 


continued on page 10 


... 98 Easy Arrangements ... 


for the 


Hammered Dulcimer 


(book and accompanying tape) EG 
by Bernie Stolls 
A wealth of popular reels, jigs, waltzes, etc., 


for the beginning player as well as lots of 
challenging arrangements for the intermediate 


player. 


y EicHTH ANNUAL y 


HEARTLAND DuLCIMER 


¥v ¥v 


Juty 25 — 28, 2000 


HammMereD & Mountain 
y DuLCIMER y 


... Complete music notation with chords BEGINNING THROUGH ADVANCED 


... Easy-to-use tablature 


CLASSES 


.. Nearly 98 minutes of taped music y y 
... Each tune played slowly, then up-to-tempo FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

... Techniques explained and demonstrated EsTHER KREEK 

PMB 206 - 1156 W. 103rp Sr. 
Book & Tape-$25.88, Postage & Handling-$2.58 Kansas Crry, MO 64114 


Send check and mailing info. (please print) to: y (816) 942-6233 y 
Bernie Stolls, 114 Celia Drive, Jericho, NY 11753 


Inquiries: (516)4355-4192 day or evening 


ee 
1 


0 = Dulcimer Players News 


August 15 ¢ Denver, CO 

Hammered Dulcimer Competition, at 
Highlands Ranch. Info: Star Edwards, 
PO Box 18464, Denver, CA 80218. 
303/831-1744. har@denver.net. 


August 19-22 ¢ Marshall, NC 

Tao of Dulcimer Retreat. Combining T’ai 
chi and other Taoist focusing, relaxation 
techniques and how to apply them to 
playing MD. Info: Don Pedi, 5456 
Grapevine Rd., Marshall, NC 28753. 
828/689-9126. www.mindspring.com/ 
~pedi. 


August 19-22 ¢ Leavenworth, WA 


Chatter Creek Hammered Dulcimer Festival. 


Workshops, concerts, open stage and 
jamming. Info: Kristine Cimino, 503 
240th St. SE, Bothell, WA 98021. 
425/485-4193. Cimino26@aol.com. 


August 20-22 « Grafton, IL 

Great River Road Festival. Concerts, 
workshops (MD, HD, other instru- 
ments), contests, open mike, vendors. 
Info: Jack Giger, 102 Greer Ct., 
Collinsville, IL 62234. 618/344-2822. 


GatewayDul@aol.com. http://mem- 
bers.aol.com/gatewaydul/index.html. 


August 22-28 © Washington, ME 
Meadowlark features classes, concerts, 
and jamming for MD, HD, and other 
old-time and Celtic instruments. Info: 
Curt Stager, PO Box 158, Paul Smiths, 
NY 12970. 518/327-3561. stagerj@paul- 
smiths.edu. Summer: 207/845-2555. 


August 27-29 © West Dover, VT 
Dulcimer Daze. Open stage, workshops 
and concerts. Info: Folk Craft Music, 
PO Box 1572, Wilmington, VT 05363. 
802/368-7437. swewater@sover.net. 


August 27-29 ¢ Midland, MI 

Midland Dulcimer Festival & Central MI Old 
Car Club, Antique Engine & Tractor Gather- 
ing. Jamming, workshops, concerts. 
Info: Bill Kuhlman, 2769 S. Homer Rd., 
Midland, MI 48640. 517/835-5085. 
beeps@concentric.net. 


Aug 31-Sept 5 ¢ Avoca, [A 


Old-Time Country Music Contest and Festi- 
val. Contests and workshops (HD, MD, 


other instruments) at the Pottawattamie 
County Fairgrounds. Info: Bob Ever- 
hart, PO Box 492, Anita, IA 50020. 
712/762-4363. 


September 5~11 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Hammered Dulcimer Workshop for begin- 
ners. Info: John C. Campbell Folk 
School, Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800/365-5724. www.folkschool.com. 


September 10-12 ¢ Shepherdstown, WV 
Upper Potomac Dulcimer Festival. Work- 
shops, classes, concerts, jam sessions for 
all levels of HD players. Info: Joanie 
Blanton, PO Box 1474, Shepherdstown, 
WV 25443. 304/263-2531. 
blanton@intrepid.net 


September 10-12 ¢ Cooksburg, PA 

Cook Forest Dulcimer and Folk Music Gath- 
ering. Workshops, concerts, jamming 
for all folk instruments. Info: Cook 
Forest Sawmill Center for the Arts, PO 
Box 180, Cooksburg, PA 16217. 
814/927-6655. www.personal.psu.edu/ 
Irl/festival. 


28th Walnut Valley Festival 
September 16,17,18, 19, 1999 


Winfield, Kansas 


Tim O'Brien & Darrell Scott Pete Wernick’s Live Five Still on the Hill 

Freight Hoppers John McCutcheon Aileen & Elkin Thomas 
Marley’s Ghost Connie Dover, Roger Landes & Friends Pat Kirtley 

Nick Forster & Friends Special Consensus Ruby’s Begonia 

Byron Berline Band Spontaneous Combustion Roz Brown 

Crucial Smith Stephen Bennett Safe Harbour 

Beppe Gambetta TheBluegrass Pals The Renters 
Harmonious Wail Crow Johnson Linda Tilton 

Small Potatoes Pat Donohue Toucan Jam 

Steve Kaufman Prickly Pair Pagosa Hot Strings 
Adie Grey Barry Patton Bill Barwick 

Euphoria String Band Dan Levenson Serenata 

Blue Plate Special Andy May Ivan Stiles 

Grubstake Schnaufer & Seifert 

ADVANCE TICKETS GUARANTEE ADMISSION WORKSHOPS - 8 CONTESTS 

Ticket Prices Advance Gate Arts & Crafts Fair - 4 Stages in Operation Festival gate and campgrounds will 
Weekend (4-day) $ 60 $70 Well Poticed Grounds open Wed. Sept. 8, at 8 a.m. Only 
2-day Fri-Sat 40 50 No Animals, No Beer, No Alcohol, No Drugs. weekend ticket holders will be allowed 
Sat-Sun 30 40 Due to noise, motorcycles are not allowed in on grounds prior to Thurs. Sept 16. 
Fri or Sat 20 25 campgrounds, but may park in designated 

Thurs (Gate Only) 25 parking area. wainut 

Sun (Gate Only) 15 Visit us on our web site at q valley... 
*Children ages 6-11....$5 each. Payable at gate. tineihwwwiwn/festcocs or “ 

* Advance price mail ticket orders must be received by Aug. 31. E-piail us ot association, inc. 
NO MAIL ORDERS after Aug. 31. NO REFUNDS. wvfest@horizon.hit.net 70. 0088 sone HeaaSs0 


September 10-12 ¢ Launde Abbey, UK 
Nonsuch Annual Weekend sponsored by 
the Nonsuch Dulcimer Club. Work- 
shops (MD, HD). Info: Sally Whyte- 
head, 19 Ivor Rd., Redditch B97 4PF, 
UK. +44 1527 401040. sally@ftel.co.uk. 


September 11 © Winfield, KS 

Winfield Warm-Up Picnic, sponsored by 
the Great Plains Dulcimer Alliance. 
Acoustic music. Workshops, jamming, 
picnic and evening concerts and open 
mike. Info: Mike Huddleson, 6622 W. 
35th St. So., Wichita, KS 67215. 
316/524-0997. 


September 11 © Dothan, AL 

Butcimer Day at Landmark Park. Work- 
shops, jam sessions, sales booths, artist 
showcases, open stage. Info: Rhonda 
Johnston, Landmark Park, PO Box 
6362, Dothan, AL 36302. 334/794-3452. 


September 12-18 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Playing Appalachian Music in a Group. 
Info: John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown, NC 28902. 800/365-5724. 
www.folkschool.com. 


Beginners Workshops 


¢ Mountain Dulcimer 
¢ Hammered Dulcimer 
¢ Fiddle 

¢ Banjo 

¢ Flat-Picking Guitar 


: village.com 


September 16-19 ¢ Winfield, KS 

Watnut Valley Festival. National contests 
for hammered and mountain dulcimers 
and other instruments. Workshops, con- 
certs, all-night jams, arts & crafts fair. 
Info: Bob Redford, PO Box 245, Win- 
field, KS 67156. 316/221-3250. 


September 17~19 * Buckeye Lake, OH 
Harmony Havest Campout at Buckeye Lake 
KOA. Workshops, jamming, potluck din- 
ner, open stage, Sunday hymn sing. 
Info: Michael Oliver, 152 East Fair 
Ave., Lancaster, OH 43130-1801. 
740/653-0917. 


September 17-19 ¢ Fairhope, AL 

Jubilee Fest, sponsored by Jubilee Pick- 
ers Association. Workshops, jamming, 
open stage, crafts, vendors, camping/ 
cabins and food concessions available. 
Info: Stan Hodgin, 322 N. Ingleside, 
Fairhope, AL 36532. 334/990-8895 

or StanandAna@aol.com. Call 
800/928-4544 for reservations. 
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September 18 ¢ Morgantown, WV 

West Virginia Mountaineer Dulcimer Club 
Fall Meeting. Jamming, pot luck lunch, 
open stage. Info: Patty Looman, 1345 
Bitonti St., Star City, WV 26505. 
304/599-5343. 


September 18-19 © Coshocton, OH 

Old Time Music Festival. 19th-century 
music and instruments (includes dul- 
cimers). Workshops, jam sessions, and 
open stage. Info: Roscoe Village Foun- 
dation, 381 Hill St., Coshocton, OH 
43812. 800/877-1830. www.roscoe 
village.com. 


September 19 © Huntsville, AL 

Mountain Dulcimer Festival. 
Performances, jam sessions, and sales 
booths at Burritt Museum and Park. 
Info: Bob Johnson, 10314 Essex Drive, 
SW, Huntsville, AL 35803-2102. 
256/880-2732. wb4nlj@airnet.net. 


continued on page 13 


Old Time Music Fest 


September 18 & 19 


¢ Stage Entertainment 
¢ Jam Sessions 


¢ Flat-Picking Guitar Contest 


¢ Free Beginners Workshops 


* Mountain and Hammered Dulcimer 


Players Welcome 


¢ Watermelon-eating Contest 


¢ Frog Jumping Contest 
* Checkers Tournament 


Prizes awarded for all contests. 


Call 800-877-1830 
for details. 


HISTORIC 
Roscoe Village 
1969 - 1999 


Whistlepig 
APPALACHIAN 
MUSIC & ARTS 


http://whistlepig.com 


We are a marketplace, information 
center and gallery for Appalachian 
Artists, Craftsmen and Musicians. 


Music: Bluegrass * Folk * Celtic * Bands 
* Festivals * Music Links * Recording * 
Instruments * Instruction * Luthiers * Magazines 


Artisans: Ceramics * Wood * Sculpture * Glass 
* Metal * Crafts + Textiles * Muzzle Loaders 
* Craft Fairs * Paint and Pastel 


JOIN OUR WEB SITE: 
Market your music or craft! 
— No Computer Required — 
Businesses who supply the arts are welcome! 


Web Site Hosting & Design @ Catalog 
Order Systems @ Credit Card Transactions 
@ International Commerce 


For Information or a Free Brochure, 
CALL TOLL-FREE 1-888-742-7238 
or e-mail: webmaster@whistlepig.com 


Stringalong 


Workshops 


Nationally Known 
Dulcimer Artists 


Ona 
Wisconsin Lake 
1 hour from Milwaukee & Chicago 


Stringalong Weekends 


Nov. 5-7, 1999 
May 27-29, 2000 


UW-Milwaukee Folk Center 
@ 1 (800) 636-FOLK 


Announcing The Sixth Annual 


Housatonic Dulcimer Celebxation 
September 24, 25, 26 


In the beautiful Litchfield Hills 
of New Millford, CT 


Men Dulcimers: Jean Ritchie, Dallas Cline, Thomasina, Sue Ford, 
Stephen Seifert, Jerry Rockwell, Lois Hombostel, Neal Walters, 
Rob Brereton, Bemadette Weimer 


Hammered Dulcimers: 

Ken Kolodner, Heidi Cerrigione, 
David Marks, Madeline MacNeil, 
Dan Duggan, Mike Kachuba 


Ken Kolodner 


For Information 


Call Fem at 203-266-7560 Guitar and Basketry 
or write P va with 
Housatonic Dulcimer Celebration i Marshall 
PO Box 2024 


New Milford, CT 06776 Vendor Inquiries Welcomed 


THE ABSOLUTE FINEST IN HAMMERED AND MOUNTAIN DULCIMER PERFORMERS & INSTURCTORS 


2nd Annual Cedar Creek Jubilee 


October | & 2, Grabill, IN, N of Fort Wayne 
Tull Glazener * Doug Berch - Sat Eve Concert 


Vance Young, Quintin Stephens, Neal Deniston 
Marion Hanson, Tom Whitehead, Jim Sperry 
MD*HD* Guitar, Workshops*Jamming* Open Stage 


Info: Dennis DenHartog at: 


Ph #: 219/484-9078 


www.folknotes.com 


Cook Forest 
Dulcimer & Folk Music 
Gathering 


September 10-12, 1999 


workshops and jamming 
for all folk instruments 


No Strings Attached 
Simple Gifts Tull Glazener 
Beverly Woods & Seth Austen 
Mill Run Dulcimer Band 


Box 180, Cooksburg, PA 16217 
814/927-6655 © sawmill@penn.com 
www.personal.psu.edu/ll/festival 


Folk Notes Dulcimers 
2329 Curdes Avenue 
Fort Wayne, IN 46805 


The Dulcimer Shop 


444 West 4th Street 
Box 1005 
Capitan, New Mezxico 
88316-1005 


505/354-2086 


www.dulcimershop.com 


e-mail 
kerryalan@zianet.com 


ON ST 


September 23-25 e Memphis, TN 

Memphis Dulcimer Festival. Performances 
and workshops for MD, HD, autoharp, 
and other instruments, jam sessions, 
dances, and vendors. Info: Memphis 
Dulcimer Festival, PO Box 820403, 
Memphis, TN 38182-0403. 
901/726-9789. 


September 24-25 e Pineville, KY 

Great American Dulcimer Convention fea- 
turing workshops (MD, HD) and con- 
certs. Info: Pine Mountain State Resort 
Park, 1050 State Park Rd., Pineville, KY 
40977. 800/325-1712. 


September 24-26 ¢ New Milford, CT 
Housatonic Dulcimer Celebration. Work- 
shops (MD, HD, guitar, songwriting), 
vendors, concerts, and more. Info: 
Housatonic Dulcimer Celebration, P.O. 
Box 2024, New Milford, CT 06776. 
860/567-8262 or 203/266-7560. 
www.nevergrowup.com/robearmusic. 


September 25 ¢ Dana Point, CA 
Harvest Festival of Dulcimers. Workshops, 
concerts, and jamming (HD, MD). Info: 


So. California Dulcimer Heritage, PO 
Box 712122, Santee, CA 92072-2122. 
949/646-1964. http://members.aol. 
com/scdulcimer. 


October 1-2 ¢ Waverly, TN 

Fall Festival, sponsored by the Three 
Rivers Dulcimer Assoc. Jam session, 
pot-luck supper, open stage and more. 
Info: Al Van Syckel, 931/296-3624. 
dtrobertson1@juno.com. 


October 1-2 ¢ Grabill, IN 

Cedar Creek Dulcimer Jubilee. Workshops 
for MD, HD, and guitar. Jamming, 
open stage, concert, Amish and country 
crafts. Info: Dennis DenHartog, Folk 
Notes, 12329 Curdes Ave., Fort Wayne, 
IN 46805. 219/484-9078. www. folk 
notes.com. 


October 1-3 ¢ West Salem, OH 

Fall Fling Campout at Town & Country 
Camp Resort. Workshops, jamming, 
“Suicide Stew” supper. Info: Bernice 
Campbell, 288 Adario W. Rd., Shiloh, 
OH 44878. 419/896-2808. 


Workshops include: 
Mountain & Hammered Dulcimer ¢ Celtic Harp * Autoharp ¢ Old Time Banjo 
Fiddle ¢ Songs ¢ Guitar e Dance e Storytelling & more... 


Summer 1999 = 13 


October 1-3 ¢ Macon, GA 

Great Georgia Peach Jam at Lake Tobesof- 
kee. Jamming. Saturday night potluck. 
Inf: John Stockard, 3686 Sussex Dr., 
Milledgeville, GA 31061. 912/452-5713, 
jstockard@geocities.com. 


October 3-9 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Intermediate Hammered Dulcimer. Info: 
John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown, NC 28902. 800/365-5724. 
www.folkschool.com. 


October 8-10 © St. Petersburg, FL 
Sunshine State Acoustic Music Camp. 
Classes (MD, HD, many other acoustic 
instruments), concert, camping avail- 
able. Info: Charley Groth, 703 15th 
Ave. N.W., Largo, FL 33770. 
727/585-5678 (before 10 p.m. EDT), 
rainbowpr@juno.com. 


continued on page 14 


Some of our featured instructors: 
Susan Trump ¢ Janita Baker e Larkin Bryant Cohen & Andy Cohen 
Tull Glazener e Barbara Hale Ernst ¢ Scott Odena ¢ Donna Missigman 
David & Donna Peterson ¢ Princess Harris ¢ Carole Bryan 
Karen Mueller ¢ R.P. Hale e Rick Thum e Don Pedi 
Cooper & Nelson ¢ Hesperus (Scott Reiss, Tina Chancey & Bruce Hutton) 
Tony Ellis & the Musicians of Braeburn (Debbie Norris, Louise Adkins & Bill Ellis) 


& more... 


P.O. Box 820403 ¢ Memphis, TN 38182-0403 ¢ 901-726-9789 ¢ Fax 901-278-7465 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com. 
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October 9 * Bennington, OK 

Sawdust Dulcimer Festival featuring HD 
and MD workshops, concerts, barn- 
dance, bonfire jam sessions, antique 
string instrument show and tell. Info: 
Wood ’n Strings, 1801 Peyco Drive 
South, Arlington, tX 76001. 888/752- 
9243. www.wnsdulcimer.com. 


October 10-16 » Brasstown, NC 
Beginning Mountain Dulcimer. Info: John 
C. Campbell Folk School, Brasstown, 
NC 28902. 800/365-5724. 
www.folkschool.com. 


October 10-16 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Novice to Intermediate Mountain Dulcimer. 
Info: John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown, NC 28902. 800/365-5724. 
www.folkschool.com. 


Oct 13-17 ¢ Chisinau, Moldova 

Cimbalom World Association Congress. 
Festival/conference covering the whole 
(h) dulcimer family. Info: Viktoria 
Herencsar, CWA, H-1576, Budapest Pf. 
77, Hungary. Tel/Fax +36 1 2526962. 


www.cableinet.co.uk/users/ 
realisations/cwa. 


October 15-16 ¢ Tishomingo, MS 
Dulcimer Day. Performances, jam ses- 
sions, and sales booths. Sponsored by 
the Ala-sippi Dulcimer Association. 
Held at the Tishomingo State Park. 
Info: Hollis E. Long, Box 76, Golden, 
MS 38847. 


October 15-17 ¢ New Harmony, IN 
Dulcimer Chautauqua On The Wabash, a 
mountain dulcimer festival featuring 
workshops, lectures, 24-hour jam barn, 
and concerts. Info: Maureen Sellers, 
4708 Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 
47150. 812/946-9094; MaureenSel@ 
AOL.com. 


October 16 * Leominster, MA 

Mit. Dulcimer/Guitar Daye. Workshops for 
beginner to advanced. Jam with instruc- 
tors, concert at night. Bring instru- 
ments. Info: send SASE to Ruth 
Harnden, 58 Hickory Rd., Leominster, 
MA 01453. 


October 22-24 © Pittsburgh, PA 

Allegheny Bulcimer Festival at Camp 
Lutherlyn. Hammered dulcimer work- 
shops, jamming, concert. Reserve early; 
space limited. Info: Jane Wartinbee, 205 
Bryson Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15202. 
412/734-0649. 


October 23 ¢ Cincinnati, OH 

Cincinnati Dulcimer Society presents two 
mountain dulcimer workshops, evening 
concert. Info: Madge Moore, 4534 
Forest Ave., Norwood, OH 45212. 
513/531-8772. 


October 23 ¢ Blythewood, SC 

Workshop and concert for MD, HD players. 
Info: Belinda Porter, 118 Condor 
Route, Lexington, SC 29073. 
803/359-1972. Tuneslayer@aol.com. 


November 6 ¢ Providence, Rl 

Mountain Music in the Ocean State, a 
mini-festival of old-time music and 
workshops including MD, HD. Con- 
certs. Info: Aubrey Atwater, 19 Walker 
Rd., Foster, RI 02825. 401/392-1909 or 
401/781-0061. 


Heartland Duleimer Club announces the: FIFTH ANNUAL 


P igictibedi ditiactate 


Featured Performers: 


f 
Fe 
f 


Friday evening open stage. Saturday workshops 
10:00-5:00. Including mountain and hammered dulcimers, 
vocals, guitar, autoharp, mandolin, bass, percussion, and 
mountain dulcimer construction with Kurt Simerman. All 
Workshops, Noon, and Evening Concerts, at the 
Elizabethtown Community College, 100 College Street. 
P Events for the day cost $10.00. Pre-registration is required 


i 
F 


for guarantee of classes and concert seating. 


For more information contact: Lorinda Jones —- 270-862-9747 or 
losnotes@ne.infi.net or to request instrument rental, registration, \ 
and/or brochure contact: Carla Mahoney — 270-769-2957 
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HEARTLAND DULCIMER CLUB y 
FALL FESTIVAL 


November 5-6, 1999 
@ Elizabethtown, Kentucky @ 


Steve Schneider & Paul Gorts 
rs Rob Brereton and 
Doofus (Neal, Coleen, Heidi, John) 


f 
, 
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J&K 
HAMMERED 
DULCIMERS 


INNOVATIVE DESIGN 


* Built by a Musician for Muscians 
* Solid Wood Construction 


* Fully Chromatic 


SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR DIGITAL RECORDING 


* Clear and Sweet Tone that everyone expects from a 
Jim Hudson Dulcimer 


SUPER LIGHT WEIGHT 


* Structural Integrity Analysis by 
a professional Engineer 


THREE NEW MODELS 


* Wildwood 
* Musician 
* Grand 


J & K Hammered Dutcimers 
310 E. Chicago Blvd., Britton MI 49229 


517/451-8259 


Jim and Kathie Hudson 


November 6 ¢ Liston, OH 

Bulci-More Potluck Jam. Potluck and jam 
for acoustic folk-style instruments and 
vocals. Begins at 2 p.m. Info: Bill 
Schilling, 984 Homewood Ave., Salem, 
OH 44460-3816. 330/332-4420. 
http://members.aol.com/ssssbill/mw/ 
dmfest.htm. 


November 6-7 ¢ East Troy, Wi 

Stringafong Weekend. Concerts, work- 
shops, singing and dancing at Edwards 
Conference Center. Dulcimer activities. 
Info: UMW Folk Center, Ann Schmid, 
PO Box 413, Milwaukee, WI 53201. 
Phone 800/636-FOLK (3655). 


November 6-7 ¢ Elizabethtown, KY 
Heartland Dufcimer Fall Festival. Coffee 
house open stage, concerts, workshops 
for MD, HD, autoharp, guitar, vocals, 
and more. Info: Lorinda Jones, P.O. 
Box 123, Rineyville, KY 40162. 
270/862-9747. losnotes@ne.infi.net. 


November 7-13 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Continuing (Novice) Mountain Dulcimer. 
Info: John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown, NC 28902. 800/365-5724. 
www.folkschool.com. 


November 11-13 ¢ Jackson, MS 
Harvest, Dulcimer, and Old Time Music 
Festival. Workshops for MD, HD, 
guitar, fiddle, and banjo; concerts; 
jamming; vendors at MS Agriculture 
Museum. Info: Connie Seaney, 
601/939-2780, or, Robert & 
Ralphine Box, 601/879-8374, 
ralphinebox@juno.com. 


November 12-14 ¢ Munich, Germany 
Hackhrett Festival with concerts and 
exhibitions of stringed instruments. 
Info: Jorg Baiter, Geltendorfer str. 6, 
D-82299 Turkenfeld, Germany. Phone: 
0049-8193-5596. 


November 12-14 ¢ Pine Mountain, TN 
Smokey Mountain Dulcimer Retreat. Work- 
shops: three levels of MD classes, one 
HD. Concert . Info: Jim Gammon, 
10844 Carmichael Rd., Knoxville, TN 
37932. 423/694-4018. G 


Supplies for Dulcimer Makers from Folkcraft 


Folkcraft is your source for instrument making supplies. All wood is carefully dried 
and seasoned. Tops, backs, sides, and fingerboards are sanded to exact tolerances and 
matched. You'll also find quality accessories and strings, and quick delivery. 

Items within the same category may be combined for quantity discounts. Example: 4 


walnut backs 2 cherry backs, use the 6 - 


11 price for each. Call, write or e-mail 


(supplies@folkcraft.com) for our complete supply list. Dulcimer, Hammer 


Dulcimer and Bowed Psaltery! 


DULCIMER BACKS = P*x32x1/8'tor1 pc 
enh (two 4° pcs) 
611 128UP 
a0 7.55 
875 7.90 
655 7.70 
895 = 8.05 


SOUNDBOARDS 8% 32°x 1/8* for 2pc {two 4° pes) 
Sitka Spruce and Wester Red Cedas are vertical grain 
S81 Spruce 270. aensn 14.70 1395 12.55 
554 WAR. Cedar 2pe...... 1185 11.25 10.15 
555 Buttemet 2pc....... 19.20 1065 9.55 


DULCIMER SIDE SETS 232x110" (2 pcs) 
BOF Chetty neeneensnenes 3700-350) 3.15 
370 (3.35 


DULCIMER PEG HEAD BLANKS Specily. 1 pc or 2pc 
YT xB bor toe Or Toye pes = 1 4x3 x8 
750 47 435 

450 


DULCIMER TAIL BLOCK BLANKS 2x1 4x3" 
850 Chery... 22 «21019 
851 Want... 230-2015 


FINGERBOARD BLANKS =a 32x14" 
650 CHEM. mennnnene B70 825 7.48 
651 WalNit nner 919 865 7.75 


NUT, BRIDGE & FRET SLOTS cut in above fingerboards 
(18 ret slots including the 6 ¥. Fret scale is 27°.) 
Add $2.50 per fingerboard. 


700 DELRIN PLASTIC NUT & BRIDGE STOCK 
White, 1/8° thick x 7/16" high x 12° long. $2.00 par foot 

699 MOLDED DELRIN NUTS & BRIDGES 
18" thick x 3/8" high x 1%" (to fit our pro-slotied fingerboarts) 
Bone color. Strings stots are pra-cut. 

(162) 0.60 (12-43) 0.55 ea, (50 & up) 0.50 ea. 


INLAYS 
990 Abatone dot (MM)... 60 6a. 
991 Mother of Peas! dots (6M)... 50a. 


DULCIMER HARDWARE 

MACHINE HEADS - individuals with screws. Small pearloid 
button, Can be used for either vertical or horizontal mounting. 

024 sett 4.7.75 3025 5-49. 1.6562 3006 50-144.1.506a 
MACHINE HEADS - enclosed, saaied. 12:1 gear ratio. Small 
chrome button (set of 4). Ideal for fiat pogheads. 

B10 (1 set) 26.00 (2-5) 2300ea (6 SUP) 20.00 
GROVER “PERMA-TENSION” - Specity: Pearioid or 
Rosewood buttons (set of 4). 

3030 (1 set) 34.50 (2-5) 27.6060 (68 UP) 20.75¢a 
STEWART MACDONALD FIVE-STAR PLANETARY 
DULCIMER PEGS. Peattoid buttons (set of 4). 

3065 (1 set) 65.00 (2 & UP) 59.95 .¢a. 


FRET WARE (65 ett Pett? gf, 


OULCIMER STRING ANCHOR PINS (copper piztec) 
(Use with Ball oF Loop end strings) 

4065 Setold.. 40 4085 Pin. SO. 250 

4087 Pra. of 250.. 9.40 


STRINGS-GULK PACKED (Combine sizes for best discount) 
Plain sizes .009 - 014 Wound sizes (even #'s onty) .020 - 025 


Fe the lates: mation about books, 
recoding pe jalimcontele checkout our P.O. Box 807, Winsted, CT 06098 


Web site: www folkcraft.com 


MAXIMA®GOLD PLATED Corrosion resistant, tong lasting. Ball ends only. 
Plain sizes availabia: 010 - 014. $2.00 ea 

DOr® Handmade wounds - Increased bass response, long lasting, 

Call ends only. Wound sizes available: 022, .024. $2.50 ea. 
“SQUEAKLESS” wounds. Greatly reduces wound string squeak. 

Loop ends only. Wound sizes available: 022, 024. 


ACCESSORIES 
STRAP BUTTONS 
4070 Chrome.. 1.00.¢a. 4071 Black. 1.85 8a. 4072 Gold.. 1.85 6. 


PLAYING STRAP - Quick release at each end, Black. .. 16.95 ¢a. 


DULCIMER PICKS 

Large triangle. Specify thin or medium weight 

5070 Pkg. Of 5... 1.90 5080 Pup. Of 144... 29.00 
5075 Pkg. Of 72.. 16.00 


5071 Herdim® *3 in 1° picks (3 gauges in 1 pick) 
(1-2) 80 ¢a, (3-5) .64 6a. (6-11) 58¢a. (12 & up) .50.ca. 


DULCIMER CAPO - Fiber reinforced plastic (fits up to 11/2" wide 
fingesboard.) 5073P (1 ¢a.) 10.50 (2) 9.50 ea. (3-5) 8.50 €a. (6 & Up} 6.25 ea. 


BULCIMER CASES 

CHIPBOARD - lozenge shape(fits most hourglass and teardrop stytes) 
Rogular - 38°L X 4°D X 8° tapering to 5°W. Black with flock lining. 
S017 (1) 34.95 (2) 29.90ea, {3-5) 26.00ea. (6 & Up) 19.20¢a. 


Doluxe - 38°L X 4°D X 8 1/2" tapering to S*W. Brown with gold plush lining. 
C182 (1) 49.95 (2) 42.50ea. (3-5) 37.50ea. (6 & Up) 27.50 ea. 


HARDSHELL - New lightweight styte (7 Ibs). High density foam shell, 
covered with ABS plastic than covered with Cordura™ fabric. Padded soft 
material Interior. Roomy exterior pocket. Heavy duty handte. 

5020 (1) 130.00 (2) 100.00 ea. (3 & up) 80.00 ea. 


CARRYING BAG - Fits up to 40°L X SW X 3 1/2°D. Cordura fabric, 
padded, lined. Has handle, shoulder strap, book/accessory pocket. 
5025 (1) 65.00 (2)55.25¢a. (3 & up) 40.00 6a. 


HAMMER DULCIMER & PSALTERY SUPPLIES 
ZITHER TUNING PINS - Nickel plated (3/16D X1 we 

11002 CCD. nernsnene 0.33 11020 Pkg. of 500........ 

11000 Pig. of 50...... 12.50 11030 Pkg. of 1000... . “6800 

11010 Pkg. of 250... 55.00 


HITCH PINS - Nickel piated (1/8°D X 1 1/41) 
. 13082 Php. of 500....... 60.00 
40.00 13083 Pkg. of 1000..... 90.00 


TUNING WRENCHES 1¢a = 2-11 
10060 L - shaped 475 4.00 
10070 T- star head 9.50 7.85 
10065 Clock key (brass) 3.00 2.50 


ROSIN Various brands 
10090 (1-5)2.506a, (6 Sup) 2.006a 
BOW 1/10 size standard wood violin bow 

BPGOW (1-4)23.000a. (5&up) 20.00¢a 


SHIPPING - Picase inctude your complete street and Postal 


from $25.01 to $50.00 add $6.50 for shipping 
from $50.01 to $99.00 add $10.00 for shipping 
$100.00 and UP: Add 10% to the total order 


We accept Visa, MasterCard & Discover 


Prices and specifications subject to change 
without notice. Please call for current 
information before ordering. 


Price bees 


Toll Free 800-433-3655 


Janita Baker 
Recordings & Books 


pee OS/ucs & Ragtime 


Fifteen fingerpicked songs including St. 
Louis Blues, Sweet Home Chicago, & 
Maple Leaf Rag arranged for four equi- 
distant strings. CD - $15.00; Tab Book $15.00 


Fingerpicking Dulcimer > pregericring 
Sixteen songs including Ftir Elise, The Dulcimer 
Entertainer, & Careless Love arranged 
for three and four equidistant strings 
Cassette - $10.00; Tab Book - $10.00 


Solace 

Solo instrumentals including Solace, 
Wylla’s Waltz, Yesterday, & Clair de Lune 
arranged for four equidistant strings. 

CD - $15.00; Cassette - $10.00; Tab Book - $15.00 


available from: 


Blue Lion 
10650 Little Quail Lane + Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 
Postage: Books - $3.00; Tapes/CDs - $1.50; any combination $3.00 
CA residents please add 7.25% sales tax 


Doofus 
What Did | 
Leave Behind? 


Silver and Gold Two-Step 
I Think of You 
You Are My Flower 
Fair and Tender Ladies 
Maple Sugar 
New Harmony 
Jubilee 
Pinedale/Nancy's 
Remember Me 
Elisabeth’s Waltz 
The Coo Coo 
Fairweather Friends 
Blue Eyes Cryin’ in the Rain 
Cedarville 
and 5 more! 


CD $15 - Cassette $10 - Postage $1.50 


30 Old Time Songs and Tunes wee 


for Mountain Dulcimer and Autoharp @ 


Mountain Dulcimer Book - $15 
Autoharp Book - $15 
Companion Cassette Tape - $10 
Book/Tape Set - $24 

2 Book Set - $28 

2 Books/Cassette Tape - $36 
CARRIE Occasional #1 for Dulcimer - $8 
Occasional #2 for Autoharp - $8 
Occasional #3 for Dulcimer - S8 
Occasional #4 for Autoharp - $8 


rs Postage - $3.20 
Doofus Music (DPN), 56 Egypt Rd Ellington CT 06029 


“True back-porch 
music .. All the 
selections are classic 
... Clearly presented ... 
Highly recommended“ 


(Y Lorinda Jones Publication 1998 


RELEASE 


DULCIMER | 
ALA MODE ¢% 


Arrangements, and instructions, for y 
playing in four common modes on the , 


mountain dulcimer in these tunings: : 
DAA, DAG, DAD, DAC | 
a 


An introduction to modes and scales, Y) ] 
with fretboard charts, chord options, ey " 
and tunes presented as an 
unaccompanied melody with rhythm 
| f guides, plus an optional accompaniment 
{1} with more complex chordal melodies. 


To Order: Send check payable to Lorinda Jones, PO Box 123, 
oxy Rineyville, Ky 40162 Book $10.00 S&H $1.75 


Mountain Dulcimer Tab Books 


by Larry Conger 
1998 National Mountain Dulcimer Champion 


Christmas with the Dulcimer 
20 tunes - book only $6.95 
book/tape combo $13.50 


Hymns of Faith 
21 tunes - book only $7.95 
book/tape combo $15.50 


September On The Mississippi 
18 tunes - book only $6.95 


Spirituals From Black 
America 
28 tunes - book only $8.95 
book/tape combo $16.50 


Flat-picked Fiddle Tunes 
For Mountain Dulcimer 

32 tunes - book only $9.95 
book/tape combo $18.50 


professionally arranged and typeset 
including tablature, standard musical notation and guitar chords 


please add $1.00 per item for shipping 
send orders to 


CONGERGATION MUSIC 
PO Box 131 
Pinise DN. ane 


The WORLD’S PREMIER 
ACOUSTIC MUSIC STORE 
is as close as your mailbox! 


We have DULCIMERS — 

plus thousands of other 
new, used and vintage 
INSTRUMENTS, a huge 
assortment of ACCESSORIES, 
mountains of CD'S & 
CASSETTES, and a wealth 
of BOOKS & VIDEOS. 
Fast, friendly 
service, too — 


Blue Lion - L.R. Baggs 
Dulcimer Pickup 


+ The finest amplification 
system available for the 
dulcimer 

+ Warm, acoustic sound 

+ Unobtrusive installation 

- Adaptable to most 
mountain 
dulcimers 


Dulcime 
Builders 
Supplies : 


© Complete kits 
® Tuning pins 


anywhere in © Hitch pins 
the world! A Strings 
Call today for your * Specialty tools 
FREE CATALOG! © Tuners 
© Finishes 
© Glues 


: = 
e Pickups 5-Star tuning peg 


For FREE CATALOG of tools, 
parts, supplies, books & videos 


INSTRUMENTS for instrument building & repair: 
1100 N. Washington Call 800-848-2273 
Fax 740-593-7922 


PO Box 14210-DPN 
Lansing, MI 48901 


(51 7) 372-7890 
= CO eae Fax (517) 372-5155 


Visit us on the web at www.elderly.com 


Online: www.stewmac.com 


Blue Lion Musical Instruments 
4665 Parkhill Road 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 


7S STEWARTe MACDONALD’S 


GUITAR SHOP SUPPLY 


Box 900DP # Athens, Ohio 45701 « USA 


‘ ‘5 , Featuring Great Names In: 
[f It’s Unusual and Musical, We 


Probably Have It! e MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 
HAMMERED DULCIMERS 


Consider our highest quality my. We ie FOLK HARPS 
stands, handcrafted locally, for ame | > { AUTOHARPS 
both display and performance a> 
needs. Hammered dulcimer i f 
stands are fully adjustable to fit ; on PLAYER PIANOS 
the individual plaver both in oe ¢ = ; TONGUE DRUMS 
height and angle. Mountain dul- | wee ; 
cimer stands are adjustable to fit most mountain 
dulcimers. Both available in walnut, cherry, or é had WINDCHIMES 
maple. Call today to order vours! = , TAPES & CD'S 


HARMONICAS 


STUMPF FIDDLES 


Web site: www.simplesounds.com E-mail: simpsnd@shipshenet.com Phone: 1-888-MTDULC-2 (888-683-8522) 
Simple Sounds P. O. Box 837 Shipshewana, IN 46565 


Stop in and see us! We're in the Davis Mercantile, downtown Shipshewana, in the heart of Amish Country! 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn 


Technical Dulcimer 


by Sam Rizzetta 


tions and used them to calculate string tensions as well 

as to restring a fretted dulcimer to use a different tuning 

without increasing the string tension on the instrument. 
Perhaps some of you calculated the string tensions on some 
of your own instruments. There are lots of other ways that 
these string equations can be used to understand, alter, and 
design musical instruments, including dulcimers. 

How tightly a string is stretched has a great influence on its 
musical attributes. I divide the musical attributes into two 
components, tone and serviceability. Tone is what it sounds 
like. Serviceability includes mechanical properties like how 
well it lasts without breaking, how easily it tunes and holds 
tuning, how much it stresses the instrument, and how it 
responds to picking, hammering, bowing, and fretting (or 
noter-ing!). 

Strings that are relatively tight produce a loud, clear tone 
with good sustain. Assuming a very stiff, strong support, tight 
strings also require a greater change in tension to change 
pitch, and, therefore, can be fine-tuned more readily and hold 
tune well. But, of course, strings that are too tight may break, 
damage an instrument, go out of tune by overstressing the 
instrument, and provide too much resistance to plucking, 
hammering, bowing, fretting, etc. Strings of identical diame- 
ter and composition that are relatively slack or loose produce 
a quieter, less brilliant tone with less sustain. The reduced 
sustain may sometimes be an advantage to the hammer dul- 
cimer. Slack strings are unlikely to break or damage an 
instrument or go out of tune due solely to overstressing the 
instrument. Slack strings may provide too little resistance to 
the actions of playing and may be stretched noticeably out of 
tune by the actions of sounding the strings or fretting them. 

It has been commonly accepted practice for a long time to 
design musical instruments so that the maximum tension of 
the tightest strings falls between 50% and 70% of their break- 
ing strength. Short, high-pitched strings often benefit by the 
added sustain and brightness of high tension. 70% is a good 
absolute maximum, although to avoid string breakage and 
achieve pleasing playing action a lower maximum may be bet- 
ter. Long, low-pitched strings can be relatively low in tension 
and still perform well. Low tension can be compensated for 
by larger diameter in long strings. Many hammer dulcimers 
fall to 25% or less in some of the bass courses and can still 
sound wonderful. The highest-pitched strings of the fretted 
dulcimer feel better to play on at a tension closer to 50% 
than to 70%. That permits occasionally tuning slightly higher 
with less risk of breaking when tuning to other keys and 
modes. 

When the tension falls to very low values on the low- 
pitched strings of a given instrument, that is a clue that we 
may want to change those strings to a different material. A 


| n the last issue we took a look at the plain string equa- 


string material with a lower breaking strength may get us 
closer to that ideal 50% of breaking tension, thereby provid- 
ing a preferable sound and playing action. 

Each string material behaves differently and has different 
tensile strength. Let us say we have two plain (unwound) 
strings that have the same length and diameter, but one is 
steel and one is brass. If we tighten them until they break, the 
steel will break at a much higher tension and frequency (or 
pitch) than the brass. In fact, a pitch and length that is well 
below 50% for steel can be well above 70% for brass. So, in 
considering the tightness of strings, we must also consider the 
material. 

To calculate the breaking strength of a string we need to 
know the average tensile strength of the string material. The 
actual tensile strength varies slightly with the diameter of the 
material. But in practice, most strings of the same material 
will break at close to the same pitch regardless of diameter. 
In other words, changing to lighter-gauge strings will not real- 
ly allow you to tune much higher. For the plain strings we are 
likely to use for our dulcimers, the following tensile strength 
data are useful. 


@ Spring tempered steel music wire: 
352,000 Ibs/square inch 


@ Spring tempered phosphor bronze (CDA 510): 
140,000 Ibs/square inch 


@ Spring tempered brass (CDA 260): 
130,000 Ibs/square inch 


@ Nylon: 45,000 lbs/square inch 


We can find the breaking strength of a string of a specific 
diameter and material by calculating the cross-sectional area 
of that string and multiplying it by the tensile strength. In the 
last issue we calculated the tension of the strings on one of 
my fretted dulcimers. The D4 strings were .012” diameter 
steel. So, let us continue with that example. 

The cross section of a cylindrical, or round, string is a cir- 
cle. So we must find the area of a circle whose diameter is 
.012”. The formula for the area of a circle is: 


@ area = Pi times radius squared 


Since the radius of a circle is one half the diameter, the 
radius in our example is .012”/2 = .006”. You will recall Pi = 
3.1416. So, to find the area in square inches: 


B A = 3.1416 times .006 times .006 = .0001131 

Area multiplied by tensile strength equals breaking 
strength, so: 

B® .0001131 times 352,000 = 39.81 Ibs. 

We now know that 39.81 Ibs. is 100% breaking strength for 


a .012” diameter steel string. In the last issue we calculated the 
tension of the D4 string of 28” vibrating length to be 22.4 lbs. 


To find the percentage of breaking strength, divide the 
string tension by the 100% breaking strength. 


@ 22.4 lbs./39.81 lbs. = .56 


So, my dulcimer’s D4 string is at 56% of breaking strength. 
This means it is tight enough to give a good tone and to tune 
easily and hold tuning well. It is also safely below the 70% 
above which string breakage may be a problem. And the 
string might be tuned a bit higher without great risk of break- 
ing in order to play in other keys and modes. Of course, tun- 
ing higher will produce more tension and we might want to 
calculate how much tension various tunings will put on the 
instrument so that we can decide whether or not it may be 
too much stress for that instrument. We will want string ten- 
sion to remain below 70% of breaking strength. 

It would be interesting now to calculate the percentage of 
breaking strength for each of the strings on my example fret- 
ted dulcimer to get a more complete picture of that instru- 
ment. This dulcimer has four strings tuned D4 D4 A3 D3 and 
the vibrating length is 28” for all strings. I will list the strings 
by pitch and what we know so far about them. Try doing the 
calculations yourself and find if they agree with mine. 


@ D4: frequency = 293.66 cps; .012” diameter; steel; 
T = 22.4 lbs.; 56% breaking strength 


@ D4: same 


@ A3: frequency = 220.00 cps; .014” diameter; steel; 
T = 17.11 Ibs. 


.H D3: frequency = 146.83 cps; .022” diameter; phosphor 
bronze; T = 21.28 lbs. 


@ The A3 string has a diameter of .014”. 
Radius = .014”/2 = .007” 


@ A = 3.1416 times .007 times .007 = .0001539 


@ Breaking strength = .0001539 times 352,000 = 
54.19 Ibs. 


@ Percentage of breaking strength for the 
A3 string = 17.11/54.19 = 32% 


M@ The D3 string is phosphor bronze plain (unwound) wire 
with a diameter of .020”. Radius = .020’/2 = .01”. 
Remember that we will need the tensile strength for 
phosphor bronze in this calculation. 


@ A = 3.1416 times .01 times .01 = .0003142 


@ Breaking strength = .0003142 times 140,000 = 43.98 
Ibs. 


@ For D3, T = 21.28 So, percentage of breaking strength 
for D3 = 21.28/43.98 = 48% 


Notice that both the highest and lowest strings fall near an 
ideal range of 50% breaking strength for this dulcimer. If the 
instrument is constructed to support the 83.19 lbs. of tension 
well, then we can expect the strings of this dulcimer to sound 
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good, tune easily, hold tuning well, and not be likely to break, 
even if I occasionally tune it a little higher. If there are defi- 
ciencies they should not be due to miscalculation in strings, 
pitches, and vibrating length. Of course, we also depend on 
good strings that meet the specifications on which our calcu- 
lations are based. The A3 string is a relatively slack 32%. But 
we don’t have any other convenient string materials in a suit- 
able diameter that will give us a higher percentage of break- 
ing strength without risk of breakage. 


While we are at it, why don’t we calculate the highest pitch 
to which we can safely tune the tightest string, which is the 
D4. Let us find the pitch that will give us about 70% breaking 
strength. Use the plain string equation to solve for F, frequen- 
cy, that was given in last issue’s Tech Column. L = 28” D = 
012” S = .283 Tension, T, = 70% of 39.81 = 27.87 lbs. 


® Solving the equation I find F = 327.66 cps. 


This is very close to the pitch E4, which is 329.63 cps. So, 
the pitch that will produce a tension of about 70% breaking 
strength on the high strings is E4. I should be able to tune up 
from D4 to Eb4 or E4 occasionally with no ill effect on the 
string. 

While we have considered only unwound strings, wound 
strings function somewhat similarly. A relatively small diame- 
ter core wire is wound with a relatively heavy material to add 
vibrating mass. This allows the string to be tightened to a rel- 
atively high percentage of its breaking strength but sound a 
relatively low pitch. The equations and calculations are more 
complex, but similar principles apply. 

In the coming installments of our string adventures we will 
discuss why strings break and begin to use the string equa- 
tions to help us design dulcimers, both fretted and ham- 
mered. Keep your strings tuned and shiny! € 
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Simply a Great 
Dulcimer 
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\ DULCIMER WORKS - 
(‘360 BREECHBLOCK DR); 
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” RAINBOW FARMS 


770-587-2523 F 


Fax 770-552-7001 + e-mail Rainbowfm@aol.com 


hand-craited 
instruments 
from around 
the world 


* Custom-made guitars + Hammered Dulcimers 
“+ Bowed Psalteries 
“ Folk Harps 


* Mountain Dulcimers 
* Violins 


We have a large selection of instruments from 
+ June Apple + Master Works « Triplett Harps 
+ Dusty Strings +» Windy Hill Guitars + Stony End Harps 


Folk music, CDs & tapes 


Otemyafellowls 


Live entertainment 
in the courtyard 


(703) 494-3755 


Website: www.voccoquan.com/stringfellows 


201 Union Street 
P.O. Box 502 
Occoquan, VA 22125 


DULCIMERS 


Hammered and Mountain Dulcimers 
Handcrafted in Traditional Styles 


akers of hammered and mountain dulcimers, 


bowed psalteries, and European mountain zithers. 


¢ 30 years in Instrument design and construction 
¢ Fine Craftsmanship 

* Aged solid wood construction 

¢ Full tonal range and resonance 

* Complete line of accessories and cases 

¢ Low priced, fully adjustible stands 

* Balanced, double-sided hammers 


Call or write for retail and wholesale information (dealers welcome). 


Carl and Kathleen Gotzmer - Proprietors 
1285 Old Landing Road ¢ Accokeek, Maryland 20607 


(301) 283-6937 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com. 


HANDCRAFTED, MAIN STREF'T" 


SOLID WOOD 


DAViD’S DULCIMERS 


GAS [EGO MP A NY 


David Lindsey, Builder MOUNTAIN 

Fire Hand Crafted Denar Stee ie Peo eee stablished for 17 years 
oe Introducing “The Spinet! a BOOKS and.JAPES creating Custom cases 

A new, full-size 15/14 lightweight WALNUT - CHERRY - CEDAR and protecting beloved 

hammer dulcimer! Quality constructed SITKA SPRUCE dulcimers througout the 

by the builder of “The Grand.” SATISFACTION OR MONEY BACK world. Call, write or fax 

Comes complete with a soft case for FREE BROCHURE - PICTURES for free brochure. 

SEND S.A.S.E. aie 
$5004 


; JOE SANGUINETTE BOX 1104 # DRIGGS, IDAHO ¢ 83422 
301 Cliff Drive, Branson, Missouri 65616 Se ea ne 
(417) 334-5388 


“The Grand” Dulcimer: 
Designed for low sustain & 
powerful dynamic sound! 
Played by Bill Spence, 
Cathy Barton Para, 
Dana Hamilton, Linda 
Thomas, Rick Thum, 
& other professionals! 


See us thie canner at Yellow 
Barks, Od Sxys, Gebhard Woade & Coart Furfest! 


Call or write for free information 
at our new location: 

Rt, 2, Box 264 * Bennington, OK 74723 

(580) 847 - 2822 


VOICE AND FAX ¢ 208-354-8636 


Bob and Betty Kiogima 


22425 Pardee Ct. 
Dearborn Heights, MI 48125 


2 Hammers 313/292-1934 


Many styles available in Cherry or Maple 7%” or 8%” long with 
Rosewood trim handles. 


We Specialize in Custom Sizes. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited. 


8015 Big Bend St. Louis, MO 63119 musicfolk@primary.net 
Toll Free: 1-800-892-2970 www.musicfolk.com 


Blue Lion 
McSpadden 
Folkcraft 
Cripple Creek 
Crystal Springs 
Butch Sides 
Olympia Dulcimer Co. 
Dusty Strings 
Cloud Nine 
R.L. Tack 
James Jones 
Master Works 
Songbird 
Grassroots 
Triplett 
Mid-East 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com. 
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Bonnie Leigh 


y first introduction to the beauti- 

ful sounds of the mountain dul- 

cimer was at a local Ocean 

County Folk Festival. At this 
local festival, you would sit back in the 
grass and enjoy the sounds of Piney 
Folk Music. Then Elaine Silvers 
stepped on stage and played the dul- 
cimer. I was fascinated. I followed her 
to a workshop afterwards and squeezed 
right up front. I had never seen or even 
heard of a dulcimer, but was hooked 
right then and there. 

Back in seventh and eighth grades I 
played the French horn. I tried to have 
an interest in music but I think I picked 
the wrong instrument. I was a very 
small, petite, thin girl. I got a lot of 
attention, but it was because everyone 
was trying to figure out how I could 
carry such a large instrument. Then I 
thought I'd try the organ. But that 
never seemed to catch my interest. 

I married young and have four won- 
derful children. I’ve always had the 
earthy approach to life. I made the 
quilts for our beds. My children’s 
favorites were the quilts I made out of 
old jeans. I baked breads, had a garden 
and did my canning. My husband Steve 
and I have our own business, Chim- 
Cheree Chimney Sweep. I’ve been run- 
ning the office for twenty years. 
Somehow between all this I found the 
time to buy a cheap $40 guitar and sit 
when the house was quiet (which wasn’t 
often) and teach myself. Learning to 
play seemed to give me a real piece of 
personal satisfaction. But the day I saw 
the dulcimer really changed things for 
me. I went right out and bought a Folk- 
roots dulcimer and went to the library 
and found out about a dulcimer group 
locally. I couldn’t believe there were 
really other people playing them. Since 
I learn music by ear, I started picking 
out songs on the dulcimer. For me, 


nothing can compare to the soft, gentle 
sounds it gives you. When you're not 
playing I have found that even holding 
the instrument can be really satisfying. 

I started playing with local dulcimer 
clubs and was involved in many shows 
with them, at churches, nursing homes, 
and malls. Three out of four children 
play the dulcimer and love to take it to 
school any chance they get to show it 
and their musical talent off. I am proud 
of their interest in the dulcimer; all chil- 
dren should grow up with some kind of 
music in their life. We adults, too. 

I write songs about love, life, and 
family, and now play the mountain dul- 
cimer, guitar, hammered dulcimer, and 
autoharp in a variety of programs for 
children to adults. In 1992 I recorded 
my first cassette tape, Reflections, fea- 
turing originals and well-known folk 
songs. The next year I sang background 
vocals on “You Are The Love Of My 
Life” on a recording by my good friend 
Billy T. Midnight. Through the years 
I’ve continued to record original songs, 
diverging in 1998 with Down In The 
Shady Grove, a collection of mountain 
dulcimer instrumentals from the 1800’s 
and earlier, and with two books of pub- 
lished poetry, It’s The Little Things and 
Love, And A Delicate Flower. 

I give lessons and also, perform at 
coffeehouses, schools, bookstores, tav- 


RECORDINGS AND BOOKS 


Reflections 
Cassette 


Straight From The Heart 
CD/Cassette 


Down In The Shady Grove 
CD/Cassette 


The Bonnie Leigh Songhook 


It’s The Little Things 
(book of poems) 


Love And A Delicate Flower 
(book of poems) 


erns, historical villages, nursing homes, 
festivals, etc., playing music which 
varies from folk to historical to Coun- 
try. Music is a large part of my life and 
it’s wonderful to have the support of my 
entire family. The extended family I 
now have with all of my friends in music 
can never be replaced. I only hope I can 
add something special to the lives of 
others as these wonderful people have 
enriched mine. 


Bonnie Leigh 

PO Box 4160 

Brick NJ 08723 

732/920-1506 
bonnie@imagegfx.com 
www.imagegfx.com/users/bonnie 
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Janet Marys Dream 


Slowly with feeling 


by Bonnie Leigh 


Copyright © 1995 by Bonnie. All Rights Reserved. 
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Elementary school students attend a moun 


eventy-five elementary kids sat on 

the cafeteria floor with cardboard 

dulcimers and smiling faces. This 

was the scene April 9th in Tyler, 
Texas, at the first-ever Mountain Dul- 
cimer Festival for elementary students. 
Teacher, Johnny Ray, has been working 
with these students for four years, after 
receiving a grant from the school dis- 
trict to buy cardboard dulcimer kits. 
Johnny is the founder and director of 
the Dixie Elementary Mountain Dul- 
cimer Ensemble, composed of 4th and 
5th graders. The Dixie Ensemble has 
performed extensively in the Tyler area 
and has been featured on local televi- 
sion stations. In May they opened a 
concert in the park by the East Texas 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Johnny teaches the dulcimer to his 
students as part of the music program 
at Dixie. Students are introduced to the 
dulcimer as an accompaniment instru- 
ment in the early grades. When stu- 
dents reach the 4th or Sth grade they 
learn to play the dulcimer in a six-to- 
eight week course and then audition to 


be in the Dulcimer Ensemble. Many of 
the younger students get excited about 
being old enough to play dulcimer in 
Johnny’s class. 

The April event at Dixie Elementary 
was, to our knowledge, the first moun- 
tain dulcimer festival presented for chil- 
dren. Johnny Ray and Debbie Porter 
conducted clinics for seventy-five kids 
from all walks of life and backgrounds. 
Attending with children from Dixie Ele- 
mentary were students from other ele- 
mentary schools in the immediate area 
and nearby Lufkin, Texas. The morning 
session included a workshop concert by 
Debbie. Students are still talking about 
Debbie’s demonstration of “rock and 
roll” on the mountain dulcimer! Follow- 
ing a pizza lunch was an afternoon 
workshop led by Johnny and a concert 
by the Dixie Mountain Dulcimer 
Ensemble. The finale was a jam session 
with all of the students. 

Plans are already under way for next 
year’s festival. With several additional 
schools planning to send students, 
Johnny is seeking a new location with 


larger facilities. One of Debbie’s great- 
est joys in conducting the workshop and 
concert was the inclusiveness of the 
group.The participants included at-risk 
children; children with disabilities; and 
gifted students as well. 


Johnny earned a degree in voice from 
Texas Eastern University and a Masters in 
interdisciplinary studies (music emphasis) 
from the University of Texas-Tyler. He has 
been a teacher for twenty-three years, seven- 
teen of them at Dixie Elementary. He teaches 
mountain dulcimer in the continuing educa- 
tion program of Tyler Junior College and has 
presented workshops at the Texas State 
Music Educators’ Convention in San Antonio. 
He has written three books of beginning 
mountain dulcimer materials based on his 
work with elementary students. 

Debbie Porter teaches and performs 
throughout the United States as a mountain 
dulcimer player and singer. She has recorded 
two CDs and two instructional videos. Deb- 
bie has a Ph.D in Special Education from the 
University of Texas and is currently a profes- 
sor at Texas A&M-Texarkana. 


~~ 
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fain dulcimer festival in Texas 
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Debbie Porter (front row, left), particpants at the 1st Tuning up... 
Elementary Dulcimer Festival, and John Ray (right) 


Debbie Porter and Johnny Ray . Johnny Ray and class 
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Timothy Seaman 


n that memorable evening in 1979 our folk trio, Springs 

of Joy, had just finished singing in a dorm lobby at the 

College of William and Mary, and a student uncased an 

amazing-looking stringed instrument I’d never seen in 
all my life. He called it a hammered dulcimer, and despite his 
continual apologies for mistakes, I was genuinely breathless 
with joy. Goosebumps arose. I hardly spoke in the car on the 
way home, and was thinking, “T’ll be playing one of those 
myself someday.” 

Nine years later—after much rapt and studied listening to 
tapes of McCutcheon, Spence, Dalglish, Smith, Rizzetta, 
MacNeil, Michael—I found cause to begin: the forming of 
the duet Midwinter Spring with guitarist Chuck Haas. The 
sound of mahogany I’d so long admired in John 
McCutcheon’s dulcimer could complement Chuck’s dynamic 
mahogany fingerstyling now, and I eagerly purchased the 
Dusty Strings D-260 that emanates such mature, aging 
tones, today. 

All of this really began at birth, I think. My mother is to be 
credited with a zeal for the magnificence of the classical 
Romantics: she played piano and sang from her heart while I 
played with blocks; she put on old 78’s of Rubinstein and 
Menuhin performing Chopin and Mendelssohn; she provided 
joyful analyses of the composers and performers; she took 
me to concerts given by the same musicians, and I was 
hooked. I began earnestly listening to Romantic-period LP’s 
at age five, and carried “Pathétique” and “Scheherazade” 
with me in my head while hunting for turtles in Pimmit 
Run in McLean, 
Virginia. 

In sixth grade I 
took up flute (just 
because my cousin 
Leigh had one) 
and played in the 
small school band. 
With this instru- 

ment I then real- 
ized that I could 
circumvent my 
shyness: no longer 
did I need to 
practice in front 
of people at the 
piano in the liv- 
ing room, for a 
flute could be 
carried on hikes 
across dairyland 
and played to 


DISCOGRAPHY 


Celebration of Centuries e CD/Cassette 
Snow-Covered Ice e CD/Cassette 
Here On This Ridge e CD/Cassette 


Wayfaring Stranger © CD/Cassette 
Incarnation ¢ CD/Cassette 


the cattle and the oaks and the sky—and with any song or 
non-song I wanted! Playing by ear emerged for good, with its 
passion for structure and drama. The flute was a strong, rustic 
voice. 

From my father and older brother came a distaste for fads, 
trite bandwagons, pop culture—as well as a love for all God’s 
creation and our West Virginia Scottishness, individualism, 
and pioneering accomplishment. Nature cried out for conser- 
vation; backpacking and orienteering seemed to be better 
sports than mere games; and to make one’s own music was an 
ennobling goal. In 1978 I experienced the satisfaction of real- 
izing that our new trio album could be playing in a thousand 
homes and autos even while I was busy teaching school, and it 
was speaking for us of the reality we knew. 

Our group at that time consisted of my singer-guitarist 
wife Rowena, the songwriter-guitarist Hallett Hullinger, and 
myself on voice and flute. I’d first linked flute with guitar 
when, in high school, I joined forces with Paul Montgomery 
to invade the swing band rehearsal with unorthodox instru- 
ments. No one else showed up, so we jammed and it turned 
out better anyway. Although high school band and college 
orchestra provided thrills at times, the “chamber folk” inter- 
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Rowena’s Waltz 


Lively! Lilting! 


[Al am : D.. 


play was transcendent in its own way. Decades after the teen 
duet with Paul, I was still improvising “new acoustic” origi- 
nals and Scottish folk music in the duo Midwinter Spring. 
Tom Espinola and Lorraine Duisit marvelously complement- 
ed this sound in Chuck’s and my disc Scratch The Sky in 1990. 
When asked to characterize our style in words, we were gen- 
erally at a loss: Eclectic? Folk-jazz-classical blend? 
Unplugged heartfelt individualist? 

In the summer of 1993, the Haases moved to Colorado for 
good. Other than playing dulcimer on the church worship 
team, I was on my own. I found to my amazed delight that 
people were drawn to unaccompanied dulcimer and bamboo 
flute and psaltery, and I could do concerts as a sort of “teach- 


© Timothy Seaman, 1995 
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ing host.” The time was ripe to quit teaching English and 
embrace several long-dreamed-of projects: a book of lead 
sheets of priceless American folk hymns called What Won- 
drous Love, solo multi-tracked recordings; a semester of 
composition lessons that yielded a series of CD’s called 
Places of Abundance; new collaborations with guitarist Phillip 
Skeens (String Wind), harper Ardie Boggs and great fiddlers; 
and a continuous flow of introductions of the hammered dul- 
cimer to breathless, goose-bumped folk like myself. 


Timothy Seaman 
127 Winter East, Williamsburg VA 23188-1655 
757/565-1461, E-mail: TSeaman@visi.net 


Linda Thomas ... New Release 


A complete line of 
Hammer Dulcimers and accessories 
handcrafted by Rick Fogel 


“Playing Hammered Dulcimer” 


A collection of melodies with companion cassette. 
Book includes 33 titles - 
Waltzes, Reels, Hymns & Christmas Carols... 


Book with Cassette £25" 


2-track cassette offers melody 
on Hammered Dulcimer, and rhythm guitar 


Mail/Phone Orders To: Linda Thomas 
6409 E. 110th St. ¢ Kansas City, MO 64134 
(816) 763-5040 
e-mail: lindadan@kc-primary.net 


Sweet Sounds Dulcimer House 


Hammer Dulcimers by: 

MasterWorks, Chris Foss & R. L. Tack & Son 
Walkabout Dulcimers by Olympia Dulcimer Co. 
McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers, 
Autoharps,Pick-N-Sticks, Bodhrans, 

Crystal Flutes, Recorders & Tin Whistles 


Other recordings available: 


Merry Christmas - traditional Christmas songs - Star of 
Bethlehem, Silent Night, Away In A Manger... 
Among Old Friends - fiddle tunes and waltzes - Red Wing, 


Barry & Linda Evans . Ashokan Farewell, Kentucky Waltz, Clarinet Polka... 

'y 90 Ww Large Selection of Books, Tapes, CD's, The Gathering Place - titles include: In the Garden, 
] ] ] 29 Hwy est Jewelry, Accessories, MD soft cases, single Beyond the Sunset, How Great Thou Art, The Ash Grove... 
Beaumont, Tx 77713 & double, of our own design, and much more. (Cassette $10 © CD $15 - plus $2 for shipping and handling) 


Phone 409-866-0848 email SSDulcHse@AOL.com 


“Linda Thomas demonstrates a great ability and mastery over 
the hammer dulcimer. She weaves the melody, chords and 
embellishments into a tapestry of music...” 

—Dana Hamilton 


Live From Riverlark Music! 
Larkin Bryant Cohen’s New Recording LARK IN THE TWILIGHT 


Meewieico tiene +» 59 LOVELY MINUTES OF 
BiyentCohen, §=— TRADITIONAL INSTRUMENTAL 
MUSIC FROM SCOTLAND, IRELAND, 
ENGLAND, FRANCE & AMERICA 
@ PLUS REMAKES OF 3 OF LARKIN’S 
CLASSIC DULCIMER ORIGINALS 


@ STRUMMED & FINGERSTYLE 
ARRANGEMENTS 

¢ SOLO, DUO & ENSEMBLE SETTINGS 
FEATURING MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 
CD-$15 Cass-$10 

Postage: $2 (Add 50¢ Per Item Additional) 


trumental Music Krom Scotland, Ireland, 


merica featuring the Mountaim Dulcimer. Available From: RIVERLARK MUSIC 
See catalog for additional items such as: Larkin’s Dulcimer Book, P.O. Box 40081 
Riverlark Strings, Dulcimer Jewelry and more! Memphis, TN 38174 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com. 


"There's not an unlikable 
cut on the record. 

Steve is able to play an 
astonishing variety of 
musical styles and 

Paul's guitar playing 
is absolutely fantastic. 
I can't remember when I last 
heard a recording with such lasting charm 
and wearability. HIGHLY RECOMMENDED." 
Bill Spence, Andy's Front Hall 


Available at: 


1999 Schedule of Events 


Shepherdstown, WEST VIRGINIA 
Sept. 10-12 
Upper Potomac Dulcimer Annual 
Fall Festival 


Dana Point, CALIFORNIA 
Sept. 25 
Harvest Festival of Dulcimers 


Elizabethtown, KENTUCKY 
Nov. 5-6 
Heartland Dulcimer Fall Festival 


Elderly Music (517-372-7880, www.elderly.com) » Andy’s Front Hall (1-800-759-1775) 


CD Spectrum (www.cdspectrum.com) ® Music Folk (www.musicfolk.com) ¢ Salient MusicWorks (1-888-DULCIMER) 


Also available: “The Door fo Christmas”, “A Place Just Right” and “Tuesday’s Child” 


Visit Steve on the web at http://members.aol.com/hdplayer/ 


Sue Carpenter 
presents... 


Patterns 
and Patchwork 
Step-by-step lessons in fingerpicking 


. @ standard tutor for players. And a boon for teachers!" 
Carrie Crompton, DPN 
Book $20 + $2.25 S&H 


Heliotrope Bouquet 
An elegant collection of mountain dulcimer instrumentals 
. recording quality and performance [are] top notch." DPN 


Cassette $10 + $1.50 S&H CD $15 + $2.00 S&H 
(Ppd. if ordered with Patterns and Patchwork.) 


Dulcimer Straps 


- Black, rainbow, red, wine, blue, green, purple, brown - 


- Adjustable - 
- Quick release buckle - 


$12 (Ppd.) 


For bookings or orders: Sue Carpenter 
2160 Hideaway Lane 


Quinlan, TX 75474 ( © 


TX residents add 8.25 % sales tax / Overseas add $3 


Please do not re 


print or r 


redistribute without permission. Cont 


¢ ji 


fh 


Hundreds of Acoustic 
Instruments in Stock 


Large Selection of Sheet 
Music and CD's 


For a Free Catalog Call: 
800.893.4277 


Visit our Web Site: 
http://www.folkharp.com 


E-Mail music@folkharp.com 


We Ship All Over the World 
Fast Friendly Service 


TK O’Briew’y Folk Instruments 


Mountain Dulcimers 
Hammered Dulcimers 
Lap Harps 

Bowed Psalteries 
Door Harps 

Dulcimer Stands 


eee ee © Oe Oo 


Cases and more 


Call for a dealer nearest you. 
828-456-7502 


TK O’Brien’s Inc. 


PO Box 614 Lake Junaluska, NC 28745 
www.tkobriens.com 


tkobriens @hotmail.com 


oy ae Pn [ea eee 
act dpn@dpnews.com. 


WALT 
MICHAEL 


new cd release 

“HAMMERED 

DULCIMER: 
RETROSPECTIVE” 


Instrumentals from the 
: ; ROTEL IT Front Hall Years 

“Listen carefully, thoughtfully to his with 
playing and you'll be rewarded with Michael, McCreesh & Campbell 
exceptional insight into how music 

moves people. As you listen to these 

lovely pieces of music, allow Walt to 
sweep you away on his magic-carpet 

of musical honesty." -Bill Troxler 


Saeceenee neetecmreatanmeeen as 


Also Available: 
“Stepstone” & “Bermudaful: Music 
for Hammered Dulcimer” 

CD’s - $15 Tapes $10 
Instructional Videos: “Celtic Tunes” 
& “Tunes & Techniques” $30 each 
Tunebook: “Walt Michael’s Tunes dulcimerist of uncommon 

for Hammered Dulcimer” $15 power” Frets Magazine 

For Orders & Bookings: Walt Michael, Box 1254, WMC,Westminster, MD 21157 

410-857-2771 cground@gis.net Checks Payable to Walt Michael & Co. Add $2 for shipping 


or visit Walt’s Website) WWW.commongroundonthehill.com 


“Walt Michael is a hammered 


The Dulcimer-Friendly Worship Series 


“The sweet song of the dulcimer tells 
us to relax, take a deep breath and 
> OWL Tt listen for that still, small voice.” 
MOUNTAIN —Esther Kreek 
t MUSIC t 
$0.95 (+ $3.00 S & H) 


Vol. I Advent CO Residents add 3% sules tax 
Vol. II Evening Prayer 


Accomp. Ed/Tape Combination $12.00 (+$3.50 S&H) 
Evening Prayer Compleat $28.00 (+$4.25 S&H) Accomp. Ed., 

Companion Tape & (20) Cong. Ed. A Savings of $3.90! 
Accompaniment Edition (Tab) $5.95 (+$3.00 S&H) 
Companion Tape $6.95 (+$3.00 S&H) 
Congregational Edition $0.95 (+$1.00 S&H) 


Forthcoming: 
I Celebrate Life! Original Tunes by Steve Eulberg 


Order from: 
Owl Mountain Music 
For information call 1015M S. Taft Hill Rd #144-DPNA 
(970)472-1352 Ft. Collins, CO 80521 


OwlMntnShe@aol.com Dealer Inquiries Invited 


WRITERS, ARRANGERS—> Dulcimer Tablature/ 
Songwriter Transcriptions: Send a Cassette, lyric 
sheet and $30 and we'll transcribe and return a music 
lead sheet with chord, lyrics and dulcimer tablature. 


Two fingers will carry the 


MINI HAMMER 
DULCIMER 


9 Trebles, 8 Bass 
€ 


Book, hammer, 
tuning wrench, 
and case included 


$200 % 


+ §8 2 shipping 


137 Windy Gap Rd. 
Blowing Rock, NC 
28605 


Susan Trump Music announces the release of 
MoA:S TERS. OF- THE 
Mountain Dulcimer 


Traditional * Contemporary * Original 
Classical * Jazz * Celtic 


INSTRUMENTAL SOLO AND ENSEMBLE 


SELECTIONS * VOLUME ONE ’ 


‘Baker Rob Brereton 
'* Mike Casey 


Also—Tree of Life and 
What the Hill People Say 
All recordings available 
as cassette and CD 
Cassettes $11.50 (ppd) 
CD $16.50 (ppd) 


4...) Susan Trump Music 
Box 313-D : 
music Newtonville, NY 12128 


Announcing the FolRRoots 


Big Body? Baritone 
Big Sound $ 


MAIDEN CREEK 
© FOR OLD TIME MUSIC |) 


OVER 230 TAPES AND CD’S 
SONG COLLECTIONS $7 


(12-18 tunes, duets in DAA/DAD each) 
SONGS OF FAITH 
WALTZES AND PRANCES 
CELTIC SONGS & AIRS #1 
COWBOYS & VAQUEROS 
FIDDLE & BANJO #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #2 
CHRISTMAS SWEETNESS 
CHRISTMAS WONDER 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
BEGINNERS 1st SONGBOOK 
BEGINNERS OLD TIME FAVORITES 


CUSTOM MADE DULCIMERS AND BANJOS 


Send $.64 for lists of songs in the Collections , 
PRE-LOVED INSTRUMENTS , books, tapes, CDs 


Shipping: 1st book $2.15, ist tape $1.15 and 
.50 each additional item. 


MAIDEN CREEK DULCIMERS 
BOX 666 WOOSTER ,OH 44691 
330/345-7825 med@brightnet 


You won’t believe a Dulcimer ¥ “ 


¥ $495.00 
can sound this good! é 


Suggested List 


Available in several wood combinations. 
Ask your dealer or contact us. 


FolkRoots Dulcimers 
800-433-3655 Fax: 860-379-7685 
P.O. Box 807 e Winsted, CT 06098 
e-mail: folkroots@folkcraft.com 
Visit us on line: www.folkcraft.com 


Walnut & Butternut 


Now an D7 
yaroole ae And y Robinson Band 
IN 


“Andy Robinson combines a whimsical 
gift for writing great songs with some 
remarkable instrumental skills. This is 
mainstream nineties folk music with a 
bullet, and it features mountain dulci- 
mer! I challenge you not to smile..." 

~ Neal Walfers, Dulcimer Players News 


“You sure make me proud to be a dulci- 
mer player!" ~ David Schnaufer 


@ = Eleven original songs, including “| Play the Dulcimer" 


@ Mention this ad and get a FREE sticker for your case! 


$15.00 postage paid (checks payable to Andy Robinson) 
x3 7 = 5240 Newcastle Avenue, Encino, CA 91316 
eau RooneanaLeael com Also available at Amazon.com 
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A Peek into the Pit: 


A dulcimer player’s trials, tribulations, 
and joys in music theater 


hen Nick Blanton told me that 

Quilters was coming to the Way- 

side Theater in Middletown, Vir- 

ginia, I immediately called its 
music director, Richard Follett, a fine 
local musician, and told him I was inter- 
ested. I had played hammered dulcimer 
for Quilters about five years ago in a 
community theater and enjoyed it. 
Richard had a grand idea: since the play 
is set in the 1800s, he wanted the dul- 
cimer to be the main instrument rather 
than the piano, which in the musical 
score is central in almost all of the 
songs. I was both delighted and a bit 
apprehensive about this vision, since 
many of the songs are not in dulcimer- 
friendly keys. Richard told me not to 
worry about the music, reassuring me 
that all of the instruments would play 
together and take the place of the 
piano. I imagined him expecting me to 
rewrite the piano parts! But Richard 
was visionary. In addition to me on 
hammered dulcimer, concertina, 
bodhran, and spoons, he hired local vio- 
linist Sally Seabright, and Tom Goslin 
from New York on guitar, mandolin, 
and recorder. Richard played guitar 
and pennywhistle. 

The Wayside is an Equity theater, 
the second-oldest professional theater 
in Virginia; therefore we worked by 
union rules. This meant we started and 
stopped on time and had a real lunch 
hour. I earned $250 per week for about 
seven hours a day during rehearsals and 
three to seven hours a day during the 
show. Although three weeks of 
rehearsals were scheduled before the 
four weeks of production, the birth of 


by Stefani Cochran ¢ Middletown, Virginia 


WAYSIDE 


TT rt EVA IP IRE 


ran 
Owik 


my first grandbaby kept me out of town 
the first week. Getting back and hitting 
the ground running, the four of us met 
for several days to put the music togeth- 
er and learn it and then started playing 
at our rehearsal site—a room in our 
local community college—with the 
actresses. Tuning the dulcimer every day 
was a new experience for me, and I 
finally understood why the dulcimer 
almost died out from 1920-1950! 

Most of our time in rehearsal with 
the actresses was spent sitting and wait- 
ing and then jumping up to play a cer- 
tain measure of a song or one song over 
and over for them to get their dance 
steps. But the time went by quickly and 


the process was interesting to watch. 
During rehearsals I also learned who is 
at the top and who is at the bottom of 
the political totem pole in a theatrical 
production. (p.s.: Musicians aren’t at 
the top!) Because we weren’t going to 
be able to see the actresses during the 
show, Wayside hired Mary White, a 
conductor, to give us our cues. 


ments to the theater was the day 

from hell. Our space was tiny, 

dark, and, because we were not 
next to the stage, we couldn’t hear the 
actresses well. Wayside gave Mary a 
small speaker, enabling her to hear the 
lines so she could give us our cues. Way- 
side Theatre itself is an intimate space. 
When we saw where we were going to 
be we didn’t think we would fit—and 
we didn’t. The artistic director built a 
little platform adding two feet to one 
end of the “pit” so that Tom wouldn’t 
fall off the other side. And Sally and 
Richard were cozy between Tom and 
me. Once we got in our places, we 
would think hard and long about leav- 
ing them. The walls were so close that I 
wore ear plugs when I played the 
bodhran and wood blocks. 

It was dark too, and I realized how 
much I needed light to play the dul- 
cimer. The lamp the theater gave me to 
use wasn’t bright enough. I couldn’t see 
the dulcimer well, and I made so many 
mistakes I felt terrible. I was very 
grumpy and did a lot of educating the 
techies about my needs. Hearing my 
plight, my husband, Dan, volunteered 


] he day we moved all our instru- 
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Goslin, Susan Tabor, Kristjana Knight. 


Back row (L-R): Tamara Johnson, Anita Anderson, Sally Seabright, Richard Follett, Stefani Cochran, Tom 


Front row (L-R): April Poland, Mary White, Katherine Puma, Jill Stephens 


to go to a music store and buy me an 
adequate lamp. I put in a 20 watt bulb, 
and life became good again—until my 
fight with one of the stage hands; a 
glimmer of light was peeking out 
through the backdrop. He wanted to 
put blue cellophane over my light and I 
wouldn’t let him; I had just gotten 
enough and I wasn’t going to give it 
back! With Richard’s support, we pre- 
vailed, and I compromised by putting in 
a 15 watt bulb. The other three musi- 
cians didn’t need quite as much light 
and got by with 7 4 watt bulbs to illumi- 
nate their music. 


performance. Temperatures were 

almost 100 degrees outside, and 

inside the temperature varied from 
70 to 85 degrees. We'd get there at least 
forty-five minutes early to tune our 
instruments and were always running 
around looking for fresh batteries. One 
day all our tuners went on strike; mine 
wasn’t working at all, and the needle 
jumped wildly even with a new battery. 
After a blessedly short interval I found 
out the problem was my ten-year-old 
alligator clip and not my tuner, and we 
were back in business. Little things like 
these happened all the time, coped with 
by megadoses of humor. 

The instruments were all miked pro- 


] uning was a major ordeal every 


fessionally. My Nick Blanton dulcimer 
was set up with a microphone under- 
neath. When we went out on stage to 
hear ourselves, the music sounded deli- 
cious! Sally, Tom, Rich and I enjoyed 
playing together so much that we decid- 
ed to perform what we called our “pre- 
show” —a half-hour of jigs and reels 
and hornpipes—as the audience 
arrived. These were traditional and 
Irish tunes that you have all heard— 
Harvest Home, Planxty Irwin, Hewlett, 
Fisher’s Hornpipe, Ash Grove, Kesh Jig 
and others. This was not only fun but 
warmed us up for the production. The 
comments we heard later always includ- 
ed surprise that the music was live. 
Even though our names were in the 
program, the playgoers thought the 
music was recorded because they didn’t 
see us (and of course because the music 
was so professionally played!). 

In theater there are these things 
called “notes.” It’s the opportunity for 
the director and conductor to tell you 
how bad you were or, more maturely, 
things you can (and had better) improve 
on. We heard a lot about coming in with 
“attacka,” playing with energy and loud- 
ly (so the actresses could hear us), not 
being “sloppy” (coming in on cue), and 
watching our conductor. Each perfor- 
mance was different. Even though we all 
knew the music, we played it differently 
each evening. Sometimes I’d play with 
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skill and aplomb, and the next night I’d 
catch my hammer in a string and send a 
“boing” through the P. A. system or get 
a cue wrong. Tom dropped his guitar. 
Richard banged the wood blocks during 
a silent moment on stage. Sally forgot 
we were having a matinee one day and 
dashed in just in time. The audiences 
were different too; some really laughed 
and responded while others just sat 
there. One of our best audiences includ- 
ed Maddie MacNeil! 

When the actresses were taking their 
bows they wanted the audience to 
acknowledge us. But when they pointed 
to the back of the theater (our space) 
the audience thought they were point- 
ing to a beautiful, large quilt. About 
half way through the run of the show 
they created a poster that said “Musi- 
cians.” We knew when they held the 
sign up because the applause doubled! 

Playing with the other musicians was 
the best part of the whole experience 
for me. They were professionals, and, as 
we got to know each other, we found we 
really liked each other. We shared simi- 
lar senses of humor. I also learned a lot 
about working intensely together to 
provide a product that is as good as pos- 
sible and which has all of our selves 
involved. When something didn’t sound 
good, of course we each thought that 
the mistake was made by someone else. 
Once, we played something that 
sounded awful, and after I recovered 
from being cranky about it I realized it 
was I who had come in too soon rather 
than someone else coming in too late. A 
lot of personal growth was accom- 
plished those days. 

The show ran for four weeks in 
August of 1998. We wove our own instru- 
mental tapestry as we created and inter- 
connected our parts. As far as we know 
this was the only production of Quilters 
that used the dulcimer extensively with 
other instruments without piano or key- 
board. And it really worked! What an 
experience it was! 3 


After the performances ended, Quilters 
alumae Stefani Cochran and Sally Seabright 
joined guitarist Geoff Byrd and formed a 
band—Kindred Spirits —which plays Celtic, 
traditional, and classical music. 


Our soft cases are: 
« Insulated 

« Weathertight 

+ Well padded 

« Easy to carry 

+ Beautiful 


Free brochure, price list. and color samples. 


A BOWED PSALTERY 
WORTHY OF 
ATTENTION 


Up to 3 full chromatic octaves 
Available in 24, 32, or 37 string models 
6 distinct innovations not found on other Psalteries 


Colorado Case Company 
. 406 Garfield, Fort Collins, CO 80524 
Me (800) 340-0809 Fax (970) 221-5403 
e ColoCase@pobox.com 
http://pobox.com/~colocase 


OCnega Strings ; ‘ 
| ae $299.95 
e 3 | BY 

A Large Selection of Quality Be 

; 649.95 
Folk Instruments-Great Prices 

; ; For free catalog, write or call: 
See Our Ad in The UnClassifieds! *Co0i) OTST fas 00) $1027 
Dennis DenHartog Folk Notes Dulcimers oe, Wea: waren bees 
Ph#: 219/484-9078 2329 Curdes Avenue : 7s 

www.folknotes.com Fort Wayne, IN 46805 


Berar MEApow FO Lk INSTRUMENTS 
B e€ar Meadow 289 Ricn’s Ducway, ROCHESTER, NY 14625 
Appalachian Dulcimers (716) 288-5031 


E-MAIL: DWILDER@SERVTECH.COM 
WWW.SERVTECH.COM/PUBLIC/DWILDER 


FLEXIFRETS: THE REPLACEABLE FRET 


Order FlexiF rets with your Bear Meadow Dulcimer, or equip any dulcimer for a small retro-fit charge 


Extra Fret Kir 

Any frets you choose: $25/fret (retro-fit charge $10/fret) 
Put an extra fret where you want it, remove it when 
you're through. 


First REGISTER Kir 
All half-frets up to 10'/2: $125 (retro-fit charge $25) 
Play in almost any key without changing mode. 


CurRomMatic Kir 
All halffrets on your keyboard: $150 (retro-fit charge $35) 


Play chromatically or modally on one dulcimer! 


CONFIGURABLE Kir 
All chromatic frets: $200 (retro-fit charge $50) 
Play in any key, any mode, or customize your fretboard. 


ase do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@ 


~ CLOUD NINE ~ 


HAMMERED DULCIMERS 


Fine Instruments since 1977 
Finished and Kit Form 


Two Octave (9/8) through 
Five Octave (20/19/8) 
Including Chromatic Models 


Michael C. Allen, Maker 
5701 Stover Rd. 
Ostrander, Ohio 43061 
tel (614) 666-4253 


SASE for Brochure & Prices 


GetIt Now! 


* More than 120 Pieces of Music! 
* Standard “Finale o” 
Music Notation 

° M.D. Tab 

+ Noter Pieces 

* Chord Names 

« Commentary 

* Hours of 
Sight-Reading 

Enjoyment ! 


An Interesting Collection of 
Dulcimer Music arranged by 
members and friends of the 
"Off-the- Wall" Dulcimer 
Society! 


Please send $16.95 to: 
David Askey 

134 E. Winding Hill Rd., 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
email: MABLBARKER @aol.com 


Looking for a dulcimer that: 


-- Will give a lifetime of enjoyment. 


-- Will give you the freedom to develop your playing Style. 


-- Has been entirely built by a craftsman. 


-- Has a life time guarantee. 


or a free, full color-brochure call 1-800-700-3790 or write 


Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers 
Box 117, Hancock, VT 05748 


Tel: 802-767-3790 


Yj 


Y 
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Linda Lowe Thompson 


Dilemma: I needed to sound good and 
know the arrangement in only three 
weeks, and I’d not had much time to 
practice in quite a while. Solution: I 
drew upon everything I’ve learned from 
reading, listening to other musicians 
from all realms of the music world, and 
personal experience to come up with a 
plan for how to prepare both physically 
and mentally. 


Physically: I had to get my dulcimer 
muscles in shape quickly. First, I turned 
to the dumbbells. No, not some irritat- 
ing family members—those weight 
things you can heave around and 
achieve strength, carpal tunnel syn- 
drome, or both. I don’t trust myself to 
tell you, verbally, how to do this with 
maximum efficiency and minimum 
chance of injury. So, if you want to take 
that route, you’ll have to consult some 
expert you know. That’s what I did. 

I also started doing a few dulcimer exer- 
cises I’ve devised. I did not spend the 
majority of my time “practicing” the 
arrangement I needed to know by play- 
ing it over and over. The “fancy” musi- 
cians I know don’t consider that 
practice. Still having little time to 
spend, I spent the majority of the time I 
had on exercises. This is not the way to 
get maximum enjoyment out of your 
time at the instrument. But, this is the 
way to sound as good as you can in a 
minimum amount of time. 


Exercise One: I took a tune and doubled 
up on any notes that weren’t already 
eighth notes, so that the exercise had 
only eighths. After I’d played the whole 
tune RLRL, etc., I played it all LRLR. 
Then, I rolled every single note: first, 
RLRL, then LRLR. 


“Caledonian Reel’: The next exercise I 
devised is what I call a tongue-twister. I 
played this particular tune in three dif- 
ferent keys; I’m showing it to you in the 
“middle” key I use. Don’t start the 
cards and letters coming yet: this ver- 


sion looks like it’s in D, but the key sig- 
nature has one sharp. It’s in D Mixoly- 
dian. 

I have a 16-15 chromatic instrument. 
In order to play this tune in the key of 
G Mixolydian (which looks, on the 
instrument, like it’s in C!), I retune the 
C# near the top of my bass bridge to a 
C, which gives me the same pattern I’ve 
been using in the key of D Mixolydian 
and A Mixolydian. Don’t do some silly 
mathmatical attempt to transpose. Just 
learn the patterns in which you play 
“Caledonian” in D and move up to the 
next set of marked bridges and play 
those same patterns in G. Then, if you 
have at least a 15-14, move it down and 
play it in A Mixolydian, which has two 
sharps in the key signature, but looks 
like it’s in A on the dulcimer. These 
moves should be fairly easy after we’ve 
dealt with the mental portion of this 
preparation. Playing “Caledonian” up 
and down the dulcimer is a great exer- 
cise. For this tune, I strongly advise you 
to use the hammer patterns I’ve indicat- 
ed. If there’s a line under the tab num- 
ber, it means I play that note on the 
bass bridge. If there’s a line over the tab 
number, I play it on the left side of the 
treble bridge. If there’s no line, it’s on 
the right side of the treble bridge. 


Mentally: First, I learn to image the 
whole tune. This won’t work until I can 
sing or hear every note in its proper 
order and rhythm within that tune 
and/or arrangement. I sit with no ham- 
mers in my hand, hands flat on my legs, 
in front of the dulcimer. If I have ham- 
mers in my hands or if my hands are in 
a hammering position, my muscle mem- 
ory will kick in and tell me where the 
next note is supossed to be. (Muscle 
memory is of little or no help in more 
tense situations because the adrenalin 
your body sends to “help” you in tough 
situations messes up muscle memory 
something fierce). Then, I proceed to 
see where I want to play the tune. I can 
either do this with my eyes closed, visu- 
alizing the instrument, or just looking at 
it and turning my eyes to each course as 
it comes up in that tune. Any time I 
don’t know just where the next note is 
supposed to be, I take one hand and 


pluck at the dulcimer until I’ve found 
the right one. 

Then, I proceed to learn the tune 
another way: by small sections. I think 
most tunes/arrangements in two-mea- 
sure sections. But, I think “Cameroni- 
an” in one-measure chunks. Here’s how 
this works: look at the first measure. 
Learn it very well and see exactly where 
it is. I call it A-1. Now, learn the second 
measure the same way—my name for it 
is A-2. I call the eighth full measure A-8 
and the ninth full measure A-8-2. It 
doesn’t matter at all what you name 
these sections—you can call them Mer- 
lin, Harry, Sue, and Sue2, if you want. 
Any name works the same. Now’s the 
tricky part. Play A-4 (or whatever you 
call it). Now, play B-2. Now, play B-8. 
Etc., etc., etc. You see? You continue 
playing them in random order until you 
can come up with each one any time 
you wish. You’ll know this tune really 
well when you’re through with these 
two ways of memorizing. 

Working in such a manner gets really 
good results. You can feel much more 
confident if you know you're well pre- 
pared both mentally and physically. But, 
this isn’t the funnest way to spend time 
at the dulcimer. What if you did just a 
bit of these exercises a few times a week 
for a few minutes each time? What if 
you imaged a tune, every once in a 
while, just to get in practice being able 
to do it? This is, by far, the better way to 
go about “dulcimering,” as Zach calls it. 


Mark Twain: “Let us endeavor so to live 
that when we come to die even the 
undertaker will be sorry.” Questions? 
Suggestions? Llt@internettport.net, 
256-240-9070, 631 Hillyer High Rd., 
Anniston AL 36207. @ 
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The Cameronian Reel 
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Christy Cook's New CD 
Trillium Rising 
features poignant original melodies 
on hammer dulcimers, wooden 

p flute and various chimes. 

. wi Perfect for relaxation and meditation 
CD -$16; Cassette -$12 

- \ (includes postage and handling) 

Gentle i Borealis Music 

Music < 4 Box 811 

on the — iS, Bragg Creek,AB Canada TOL OKO 


403-949-4290 
fcook @telusplanet.net 


Mountain 


DULCIMER 
Making for fun & profit 


One hour twenty minute VHS color video 
shows all the steps in making a beautiful 
hourglass style Mt. dulcimer, including 


the mould, bending sides, laying out 
fretboards, inlaying pearl, finishing, etc. 
Includes plans and sources of materials. 


$39* plus $2. 
shipping (U.S.A.) 
Burl F Updyke 
RR#3, Hunlock Creek, PA 18621 


http://wworks.com/~BurlU 


The Art of Performing 


by Steve Schneider 


N 


Playing in the Pit 


bout eight years ago, I got a phone 

call late one night that jarred me 

awake in more ways than one. The 

caller was John Miller, a Broadway 
music contractor, and he was asking lots 
of questions about the hammered dul- 
cimer (and about me). I’d been highly 
recommended to play in the orchestra 
of a new Broadway show based on the 
book, The Secret Garden, but the pro- 
ducers were still debating about 
whether or not to hire a second trom- 
bone or to add a dulcimer. (It was a 
tough choice.) The next day I was hired 
over the phone without ever meeting or 
being heard by anyone from the show 
and without a written contract to play 
hammered dulcimer and 12-string gui- 
tar in the show. This is the way it’s 
done, and this is the way it works. 

A few weeks later, I was commuting 
into the city six days a week, first for 
rehearsals, then previews, and then the 
show itself. From what I’m told, this is 
the first time a hammered dulcimer was 
heard in a Broadway show. I didn’t real- 
ly catch my breath until almost two 
years later when the show finally closed 
and The Secret Garden became a memo- 
ry. | learned a tremendous amount dur- 
ing its run, including how to handle 
great excitement and incredible bore- 
dom. I’m really glad I had the opportu- 
nity to do it, and I’m really glad that it’s 
over. 

I quickly realized that I had some 
preparation to do for the tasks of sight- 
reading unfamiliar music in uncomfort- 
able keys, and following a conductor. I 
remembered having heard about the 
book Elementary Training for Musicians 
by Paul Hindemith, basically a compre- 
hensive course designed to fill in the 
gaps of “elementary” music study. It is 
written for musicians and is really far 
from elementary. Through various 
graduated exercises, I began to become 
more comfortable on the hammered 


dulcimer in ways I never thought I’d 
force myself to explore. Phrasing, weird 
rhythms, counting rests, unequal mea- 
sures, ties, the symbols that crowd the 
pages of “serious” music—all of these 
were becoming more familiar. I think it 
was during this time that I developed a 
love of teaching and that I began to 
understand that the word “difficult” 
often really means “unfamiliar.” 

The book helped to prepare me, and 
I learned a tremendous amount in the 
process. It’s not for everyone, especially 
since it moves pretty fast. Merely having 
worked with the book ahead of time 
gave me greater confidence, which 
made some things easier, but I still suf- 
fered from pretty acute insecurity and 
anxiety at the first. It’s now a distant 
memory, but I can easily recall the 
intensity of my doubts and fears about 
not being good enough. 

Once I became more comfortable in 
my new role as a member of a 24-piece 
Broadway orchestra, the music began to 
take care of itself. After ninety-six 
shows in a row (three months of eight 
shows per week) I was relatively secure 
and sure of what I was playing. I had 
conferred with the arranger before- 
hand, and wrote in hammering patterns 
and as many clues and cues as possi- 
ble—both for me and for my subs (sub- 
stitute players who play your part when 
you're not there). 


y subs made it possible for me to 
play the show for its entire run, 
with occasional times to energize 
and to get away. I was responsible 
for finding subs who could and would 
play my part. I ended up with three subs 
(“My Three Subs” as I affectionately 
called them) who kept me sane and 
healthy. None them could play guitar 
when they began playing the show, but 
they sure learned quickly. My first sub, 
Dean Thomas, a percussionist, was a 
recent Juilliard graduate who owns a 
hammered dulcimer made by Rick 
Fogel. He essentially saved my life by 
giving me the opportunity to take a day 
off from the show after three months. 
After The Secret Garden closed in New 
York, he traveled with the road show 


across the United States for a year. My 
second sub, Bill Ruyl, also a percussion- 
ist, had played a hammered dulcimer 
built by his father. My third sub, Anne 
Underwood (now Enslow), writes about 
health and medicine for Newsweek and 
is completing her first recording. I 
recently learned that the first time Anne 
played in The Secret Garden was the sec- 
ond time she ever performed in public 
on the hammered dulcimer. (I’m glad I 
didn’t know it at the time.) I owe all of 
my subs a lot. 

Subs do not have it easy. Anyone 
interested in becoming a sub came to sit 
in on a show with me, watching and fol- 
lowing along as I played the part. If they 
decided to go for it, they would get a 
copy of the music, and learn it. When 
ready, he or she would play in a show. If 
the conductor liked what he heard, that 
person would become an official sub. If 
not, he or she was thanked and never 
seen in the pit again. 

My three subs and I all played my 
Dusty Strings D-500, which never left 
the pit except for recording the cast 
album. It kept its secure footing 
perched on Dusty Strings Tri-Stander 
legs, and it stayed, thankfully, relatively 
in tune even in that dry environment 
where the temperature would fluctuate 
wildly. The pit, underneath the stage 
and painted entirely black, was tiny, 
very dark, and cave-like. We just about 
sat on top of one another, with the gui- 
tar to my left, harp just about in front of 
me, cellos on my right, and bass and 
viola nearby. To get to the dulcimer 
from the pit’s entrance, I had to pass 
through the percussion, woodwinds, 
violins, brass, conductor, and keyboard. 

We were a gregarious bunch, and 
during each show, from the very begin- 
ning, a flurry of handwritten notes 
began travelling across the pit to and 
from various orchestra members. This 
quickly became annoying, so a brilliant 
system of silent pulleys with little black 
mail pouches was created. We could all 
now communicate with little or no both- 
er to anyone else. Almost all of the 
notes were saved and archived and you 
could chart various themes and current 
events by reading through one of the 
books. Among other things, we would 
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re-write the lyrics and dialogue of the 
show, comment about the quality of 
each other’s playing, and play word 
games, riddles, and tic-tac-toe. It kept 
us from going mad from the monotony. 
Other between-music activities included 
reading, writing, 3-dimensional tic-tac- 
toe, chess, cards, and a very strange 
game of tag which, fortunately, didn’t 
last very long. 


ne memorable evening, a practical- 

joking cellist de-tuned thirteen 

courses of my bass bridge during 

intermission, and I was still re-tun- 
ing at the opening of the second act. My 
revenge was to do nothing, letting her 
worry about if and when I would retali- 
ate. She now plays in the New York Phil- 
harmonic, and, possibly, still wonders 
when I might appear to settle the score. 

As a result of playing in the show, 

I’ve been able to record numerous com- 
mercials and films for television, radio, 
and cinema, including the movies 


Smoke, Losing Chase, and The Man 
Who Loves Sharks, a documentary for 
the Discovery Channel. I loved the 
excitement of being part of a Broadway 
show, of having a voice in the orchestra, 
and of playing and hearing the dulcimer 
in this unusual context. I really loved 
hearing the arrangements wash over me 
every night, and I had the best seat in 
the house for listening to the music. I 
can’t say that I miss playing that score 
over and over and over and over again, 
but I enjoy listening to the cast record- 
ing every once in a while (knowing that 
I don’t have to listen to it and that I can 
turn it off any time I want to). The dul- 
cimer is mixed so low in the recording it 
can barely be heard. In some ways, play- 
ing on Broadway was not that different 
from other venues—but I did have a 
regular salary (with benefits). I also had 
my own locker in the theater’s base- 
ment, received a “Secret Garden” 
bathrobe, and acquired some amazing 
friends and memories. Would I do it 
again? We'llsee! 
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River Song Music Shoppe 
The Little Acoustic Music Store with BIG INVENTORY 


IN STOCK NOW: 

Hammered Dulcimers: Masterworks, Lost Valley, Dusty Strings, Webster & Chris Foss 

Mountain Dulcimers: McSpadden, Black Mountain & Keith Young 
Autoharps: Oscar Schmidt & Keith Young 

Plus: Pennywhistles, Gourd Pianos, Harmonicas, Bones, Lap Harps, Birdhouse Banjos, 

Fretless Mountain Banjos, Accessories, Electronic Tuners, Strings, Stands, Instructional 
Books, Tapes, and Videos, and a Large Selection of Olde Tyme and Celtic Cassettes and CDs 

Free Shipping on all orders over $200 

(937) 392-9274 * 7 North 2nd Street « Ripley, Ohio 45167 

E-mail: melbarb@bright.net * www.riversongmusicshoppe.com 
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“TOM BAEHR certainly has a vision of the potential of the [fretted] dulcimer.” - 
Jeff Doty, Dulcimer Players News, Winter 1991 


Magan, The Foggy Dew. 


<< Also by Tom Baehr -- Books for fretted dulcimer >> 


Please add $1.50 postage and handling for the first item, $.50 for each additional item. 
Hogfiddle Press, P.O. Box 2721, Woburn, MA 01888-1421 


Apa 


HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
Handcrafted in Appalachian Hardwoods 
by Jim Miller 


12/11 — $475.00 
15/14 — $650.00 
Hardshell Case — $150.00 
Stand — $30.00 
Hammers — $15.00 
UPS Shipping — $25.00 


P.O. Box 228 
Hampton, Tennessee 37658 
(423) 725-3191 


R.T. AUDIO 


presents 
Rick Thum 


Instrumental 
Hammered Dulcimer Recordings 


(1A Reason to Dance 

iy Old-time string band style 

eeu A live jam caught on tape! 
— “Roll out the rug and 
Start into dancing. This music is a 


good reason to do just that.” 
- Walt Michael 


HAMMERED 
FIDDLE TUNES 


Traditional American | 
Fiddle Tunes featuring the [iREses 
Hammered Dulcimer 


Available on CD $15.00 Tape $10.00 
Shipping $2.00 
Rick Thum, 36 Villawood Ln, 
St. Louis, MO 63119 
314-968-1195 


email: rthum@ hotmail.com 


~ Fun-lovin' 

_ Foot-stompin' 
Dance Tunes 
from out in 
Arizona 
Sa CD $15.00 ppd 


rare 


== Cascotte $10.00 ppd 


< Mention thig ad and 
= get a Wild West 
= Silver Dollar Discount! 


Songbird Hammered Dulcimer Specials 
Beginner's Package, Web Specials and GiveAways 
Visit our site: www.brightangelmusic.com 


Bright Angel Music 


P.O. Box 50127-D, Parks, AZ €601¢ (520) 685-0010 


Simerman Q)ulcimers 


Kurt Simerman 


15303 Wild Meadow Place 
Leo, IN 46765 
(219) 627-3284 
E-mail: ksdulcimer@aol.com 


Visit our web site! 
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* Design your own dulcimer 


* Choose from our inventory 


0 Det 


* On line guide for dulcimer repair 
and maintenance 


i 
| 


* Sign up for a dulcimer 
building workshop 


www.ksdulcimer.com 
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Jean’s Dulcimer Shop 


P.O. Box #8, Highway 32 
Cosby, Tennessee 37722 
Phone: (423) 487-5543 


SERVING THE NEEDS OF THE FOLK AND HOMEMADE MUSIC WORLDS 


®; HAMMERED & MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS © 
BOWED & PLUCKED PSALTERIES 


Specializing in handcrafted folk instruments and everything for them -- 
FINISHED INSTRUMENTS, KITS, BUILDERS’ SUPPLIES, CASES, 


ACCESSORIES, BOOKS, RECORDINGS, INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS, 
FOLK TOYS AND A VARIETY OF HAND CRAFTS. 
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Our catalog offers a uniquely diverse selection for your musical needs. 
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Subscribe to 


Dulcimer Players News 
Ole s. 

renew your subscription for another 
year or two of good reading 


@ Current subscribers: If your mailing label is dated 8/1/1999, your 
subscription ends with this issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming 
without interruption, send us your renewal before October 1, 1999. 


@ Subscription Rates 


United States (1 $20 (1 year—4 issues) or (1 $37 (2 years—8 issues) 


O Canada and Mexico $22 (1 Year—US Funds) Q Other countries $24 (1 Year—US Funds) 


There is a reduced rate of $17 per year available for people undergoing financial difficulties. (USA only because of postage costs) 


@ New subscriptions 


QO Please begin my subscription with the next regularly scheduled issue (The DPN is published in February, May, 
August, and November) 


(4 Please begin my subscription with the current issue, or a recent back issue. | enclose $2.00 (USA, Canada, Mexico) 
extra for postage and handling (other countries $4.00). 


@ Renewals 
O1 Please renew my subscription. /f your address is new, please tell us the old one also. 


H Total enclosed 


We always appreciate your comments and ideas. Thanks for your interest in us. 


Name 


Address 


City : j State Zip 


Our mailing list is used solely by Dulcimer Player News. Names are never sold or shared in any way. 


ARE +» YOU - MOVING? 


Please let us know as soon as you know so your Dulcimer Players News will follow you to your new home. It will not follow you 
otherwise. The Postal Service does not forward 3rd class mail. 


@ Old Address (Please print clearly) @ New Address 

Name = Name 

Address Address 

City State Zip City State Zip 
Effective 


DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS + POST OFFICE BOX 2164 + WINCHESTER, VA 22604 
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Mel Bay Presents 


li We Gather 


Shall We Gather 


Hymns Arranged for Hammered Dulcimer 
with Harmonies for Hammered Dulcimer and Other Instruments 


by Madeline MacNeil, Mel Bay Publications 
Book, $13 


PROOTS &' 
BRANCHES ¢ 


MPAA Merwe for cLewomered Unidcwmer ard (her Instrvments by 


Madeline MacNeil 
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You Can Teach Yourself Hammered Dulcimer 
The book begins at the beginning. Maddie MacNeil carefully guides you through 


exploration of the instrument and some beginning tunes. Each of the twenty-five 
arrangements (for beginning to intermediate players) is illustrated with playing 
suggestions and instructions. 


Book, $10.00 Video, $30.00 
CD, $16.00 Tape, $10.00 
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You Can Teach Yourself Dulcimer 


This book by Madeline MacNeil is a comprehensive learning experience 
with playing instruction for mountain dulcimer. Maddie takes the beginner 
from the basics to intermediate level playing. 


Book, $10.00 
CD, $16.00 


Video, $30.00 
Tape, $10.00 


Heart’s Ease 


Winner of an Indie Award (string music) from NAIRD. The hammered 
dulcimer joins with guitar, cello, flute, harpsichord, and piano in duets and trios 
playing beautiful traditional music from Ireland and England along with 
compositions by Bach, Beethoven, O’Carolan, Chiesa, Sor, and Austen. 


Madeline MacNeil with Seth Austen, Ralph Gordon, Freyda Epstein, Amy 
Rosser, Frances Lapp Averitt and Deborah Koth 


Good For The Tongue, Etude in C, Heart's Ease/Lillibulero, Hewlett, Sonata in 
G, Invention In Am, Dawning Of The Day/Planxty Irwin/ O’Carolan’s Draft, 
Circle Dance, Sonatina in C, Nonesuch/Childgrove/ Almain/Miss Wharton 
Duff/Walsh’s Hornpipe 


CD, $15.00 


s¥m@rcesw Use your MasterCard or VISA when ordering by phone. 
Shipping (U.S.): $2.50 + 50¢ for each additional item. 
Ask us about overseas shipping rates. 
Phone: 540/678-1305 Fax: 540/678-1151 
Mail: Roots & Branches Music, PO Box 2164, Winchester, VA 22604 


Our mailing list is used solely by Roots & Branches Music for catalog and performance mailings only. 
Names are never sold or shared in any way. Please let us know if you wish your name removed from our list. 


Auk for our free catalog. 


Roots & Branches Music 


is now on the Web at: 


www.d Pp news.com/r bm usic 


act don@dpnews.com 


by Tull Glazener 


Music Databases 

First, some sad news. I first mentioned the “Another Digital 
Tradition Web Page” several issues ago. This mirror site of the 
“Digital Tradition” offered the unique ability to download the 
tune in standard music notation in a myriad of formats (ABC, 
SongWright, PostScript, DVI, or MusicTeX), and audio file in 
MPEG format. In addition was the capability to generate 
mountain dulcimer tab, and notation for penny whistle. As it 
turns out, a large number of tunes in the “Digital Tradition” 
data base are actually still under copyright, and the owners of 
the web site were approached by the legitimate copyright 
holders and asked to “cease and desist.” So at least for now, 
the site and its resources are no longer available. There are 
rumors that some sort of negotiations are in progress to allow 
the site to re-open under a fee-for-use basis, so stay tuned for 
future developments. In the meantime, the original “Digital 
Tradition” site is still available for searching and downloading 
lyrics, at http:/Avww.mudcat.org/folksearch. html. 


Music for the Nation 

I am indebted to Roger Benjamin for calling my attention 
to a new on-line resource maintained by the music division of 
the U.S. Library of Congress, which consists of a searchable 
data base of tens of thousands of pieces of sheet music regis- 
tered for copyright in the United States between 1870 and 
1885. The collection includes popular songs, piano music, 
sacred and secular choral music, solo instrumental music, 
method books, and music for band and orchestra. The origi- 
nal items have been scanned in, so you can display, download, 
or print the full-sized images of the original materials. You 
can connect to this site at: http://memory.loc.gov/ 
ammem/smhtml/smhome.html. 


Not Your Father’s Dulcimer 

For those of you not afraid to take a foray into the non- 
traditional world of the mountain dulcimer, you may want to 
check out a new web site by dulcimer builder Bill Buffington. 
Here he describes in great detail the whys and wherefores of 
the solid body electric dulcimer, including some material on 
the theory of magnetic pickups in general, and the particular 
specifications as applied to the instruments that he builds. 
Just the thing for those of us who dream of taking our instru- 
ments to a rock’-n-roll jam! I can vouch first-hand for the 
quality, and the sheer joy and fun, associated with playing his 
instruments. Check out his site at: http://hometown.aol.com/ 
WBuff/dcwebpg.htm/index.html. 


Personal Home Pages 

Added to the list of personal home pages of dulcimer play- 
ers this time is that of “Brian aka Folksinger,” a self-styled 
folk musician who uses the hammered dulcimer to accompa- 


Dulcimers in Cyberspace 
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ny his songs. His web site describes his life as a touring musi- 
cian, and has samples of his music, songs, and poetry. Check 
out his site at http://www.pan.com/folksinger/. 


Sweet Music Index 

Finally, I am pleased to tell you about what can best be 
described as “the mother of all mountain dulcimer web sites,” 
Sweet Music Index. This is the brain-child, and labor of love, 
of Daniel Partner (partner@together.net) who is the editor, 
along with the considerable technical expertise of Bill Bailey 
(SnugaBill@aol.com). The project grew out of the on-going e- 
mail discussion group devoted to the mountain dulcimer, 
“Sweet Music Digest” (see the very first Cyperspace column 
for details), and most of the information you find compiled on 
this site was contributed by various members of that forum 
(who also happen to be some of the foremost luminaries in 
the mt. dulcimer world in general). It has articles on the histo- 
ry and the future of the instrument, tips on buying, building, 
and playing, along with indexes of clubs, teachers, performers, 
and festivals, and links to just about every mountain dulcimer- 
related site in the known universe! This site is a “must” for 
anyone with access to the ‘net who is even remotely interested 
in the mountain dulcimer in all its aspects. You can bookmark 
it at: http://homepages.together.net/~partner/index.html. 


As always, keep in touch, and keep sending in your 
favorite internet resources to share with other DPN readers. 
You can also send along any comments, suggestions, ques- 
tions, or answers to DPN (dpn@dpnews.com) or Tull Glazen- 
er (tull@falcon.iupui.edu). See you around the ’net! €3 
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Maureen Sellers 
presents 


My Teaching Book 
A Mountain Dulcimer 
Tablature Book -$12.00 
The book | teach from at 
the Universities. 
Book and Tape- $18.00 


Maureen, Stella 


& the boys 
Cassette only- $10.00 
Other Books by Maureen 
Songs of the Civil War- $12.00 
Simply Gospel Book One- $10.00 
Simply Gospel Book Two- $10.00 
Fretboard Companion Book- $5.00 
Send $2.00 each for shipping and handling plus $1.00 each 
additional item. IN residents add 5% sales tax. 

Maureen Sellers 

4708 Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 47150 


E-Mail- MaureenSel @ AOL.com 
For workshops/performances-(812)945-9094 
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M@ Digital 8-16 track 
recording 

Digital editing and 
post-production 


@ On-location recording 
available 


SETH @ Specializing in acoustic 
AUSTEN eee 


is available 


Award 
winning 


Eurotunes 


producer/ 
by David T. Moore 


engineer 


Var et du...? 


For more information: 
Seth Austen 

3 Pork Hill Road 
Water Village 

Ossipee, NH 03864 
603-539-8301 


for your Summer—all the world is abloom! 


What a wonderful time to go dancing 
and what better way to dance than toa 
lovely Swedish tune, “Var et du...?” This 
tune, which is called in English “Was it 
you?,” is actually older than the waltz. 
Nevertheless it makes a lovely waltzing 
tune. I learned it at a Scandinavian 
dance from fiddler Andrea Hoag. Of 
interest is the scale which starts out in A- 
Dorian, switches briefly to D-Major, and 
then ends in A-Dorian. 

I have arranged “Var et du...?” for 
two mountain dulcimers, a baritone with 
a 1+ fret and tuned A-E-aa; and a stan- 
dard mountain dulcimer capoed at the 
fourth fret. I have also written an accom- 
paniment for either a hammered dul- 
cimer or guitar player. The 
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A. Aas Weimer pickups 
at 
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Phone 
606-731-9334 


H-Mail Buddy-1@juno com 


P.O.Box 259 
Melbourne, KY 
ZIP 41059 


accompaniment and the melody set up a 
nice three-against-two pattern that gives 
the tune a lively feel. Please note that 
the accompaniment, which looks like a 
jig pattern, should be played evenly. 

There was a typographical error in 
“The Battle of Aughrim”, the tune accom- 
panying my last column [February— April, 
1999 DPN]. Despite my best efforts at 
catching errors before a tune goes off to 
DPN, sometimes there are mistakes. I 
have corrected the tune and readers may 
acquire a corrected version in one of two 
ways: send a stamped self-addressed enve- 
lope to me at PO Box 358, Annapolis 
Junction, MD 20701 and I shall mail you a 
copy; or go to the music page on my web 
site, http:/Avww.clark.net/pub/dtmoore, 
and download an Adobe Portable Docu- 
ment Format (.pdf) formatted version. If 
you choose this latter option you will need 
to have a copy of Adobe’s Acrobat Reader 
on your computer. This program is dis- 
tributed for free by Adobe Systems. 

I hope you enjoy this “Var et du...?”; 
we'll meet again in the fall. 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome. 
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1998 Georgia State Dulcimer Champion * 1998 Florida State Dulcimer Champion 
1998 Southern Regional Championship * Mt. View, Arkansas ¢ 3rd place { ssettes: 10 
1998 Mid-Eastern Regional Dulcimer Champion \ Ca 

1998 Finalist Mountain Dulcimer National Championship \ 
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New Debut Recording 


In DAD with guitar and strings accompaniment 


Includes favorites: 
Be Thou My Vision/Savior Like A Shepherd 
My Jesus, I Love Thee...I’d Rather Have Jesus 
When I Survey...Holy, Holy, Holy 
Be Still My Soul...Near the Cross 
Jesu, Joy Of Man’s Desiring 
What a Friend We Have In Jesus 
On Jordan's Stormy Banks... 
When the Roll Is Called 
Mansion Over the Hilltop 
Invitational Medley 


Since his introduction to the mountain dulcimer in mid-1995§ Michael Shull has 
been making his presence known on the national dulcimer scene. This inspira- 
tional debut recording pulls from his strong spiritual roots and faith. 


Cassette $10, CD $15 plus $1.50 Postage and Handling each. Check or Money Order. 
For booking information: 1-803-796-2559. Or write: 412 Ermine Road, W. Columbia, SC 29170 
(mshull1 @ aol.com) ¢ (www.angelfire.com/me2/dulcimerman) ¢ 1 (800) 421-1311 
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Var et du...? 


Traditional Swedish Waltz 


Arrangement & Tablature: David T Moore 


A-E-aa (1-5-8) 
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Arrangement & Tablature © Copyright 1998, David T Moore (All Rights Reserved) 
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Babylon is Fallen — 


Tune: DAC 3-Part Arrangement : Rebecca Askey 


Flat-pick each part 
Dm Gm A7 Dm Bh AZ Dm 
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Rebecca Askey is the choir director of Wesley United Methodist Church, Mechanicsburg, PA. 
She performs and teaches instruments including mountain and hammered dulcimer, guitar, autoharp, and bowed psaltery. 


What's New 


by Neal Walters 


Birth of a River ¢ Paul Reisler and Bobby 
Read, Trapezoid Productions, PO Box 
38, Washington, VA 22747, 540-987- 
3164. (CD/Cassette) ¢ Paul Reisler and 
Bobby Read are perhaps best known as 
members of Trapezoid and the Bruce 
Hornsby Band respectively, but they 
have worked together on many occa- 
sions in the past. Their newest collabo- 
ration features Paul on hammered 
dulcimer, classical, steel string and elec- 
tric guitars and Bobby on saxophones, 
flute, clarinet, piano, keyboards, percus- 
sion and vocals. They also get substan- 
tial support from a number of special 
guests on an album of mostly instru- 
mental originals which includes Birth of 
a River, Marsyandi, Flown, Crossing, 
and Wonder’s Web. 


| Gave at the Office * Pledge Drive, Feast 
of Weeds Music, 1685 Church St., San 
Francisco, CA 94131. (CD/Cassette) ¢ 
Pledge Drive consists of Tim Walters on 
electric lap and hammered dulcimers, 
recorders and vocals; David Hearst on 
guitar and vocals; Rebecca Marculescu 
on vocals; Chris Now on organ and 
piano; Steve Rosenthal on drums and 
vocals; and Michael Vanlandingham on 
bass and vocals. The material combines 
traditional tunes with originals and can 
only be described as rock and roll with 
avant garde electronic overtones. In 
short, this is not your parents’ dulcimer 
music. In the words of the band, with 
one foot planted in the Appalachian 
and British Isles folk tradition, another 
ankle-deep in quirky, angular pop, and 
yet a third dabbling its toes in punk 
snarl, this tripedal beast is ready to take 
on all comers. Includes King of Burgers, 
Nuptials, Shenandoah, and Si Bheg Si 
Mhor. 


Kairos: Spirit’s Time ¢ Spencer Whitting- 
ton and Karen Harvey, 19412 Charline 
Manor Rd, Olney, MD 20832-1044, 
888/292-2523. (CD/Cassette) * Spencer 
and Karen play hammered dulcimer on 
an album of duets augmented only spar- 


ingly by Mark Vawter’s guitar on two 
cuts. The album title comes from the 
Greek concept of a dual nature of time: 
chronos, the regimented aspect of 
schedules, clocks, agendas and appoint- 
ments, and kairos, the dimension where 
time stands still and we lose ourselves in 
a savored moment. Spencer and Karen 
further encourage us to lose ourselves 
in the dimension of kairos with a blend 
of traditional, classical and modern 
music from England, Finland, Haiti, 
and France. Includes Au Jardin 
D’Amour, Carolan’s Dream, Princess 
Royal, and Rounding the Horn/South- 
wind. 


Shady Grove ¢ Lark in the Morning, 1020 
Beechwood Avenue, Little Rock AR, 
72205, 501/663-5226. (CD/Cassette) ¢ 
Lark in the Morning has been perform- 
ing since 1981 and are pretty much an 
institution in Arkansas, where they were 
named Best Folk Band in a recent mag- 
azine poll. Starr Mitchell plays ham- 
mered and mountain dulcimers, George 
West plays fiddle, harmonica and rain- 
stick, and Allen Alverson plays fiddle, 
harp, penny whistle, wooden flute, 
dumbek, cello, bagpipes and guitar. 
They specialize in improvisational med- 
leys of traditional material that, as often 
as not, marry Ozark favorites with tunes 
of the British Isles. Includes Brian 
Boru, Arkansas Liza/The Bucks of 
Orran Moor, and Shady Grove/Cluck 
Old Hen/Castle Kelly/Wayfarin’ 
Stranger/Musical Priest. 


Grand Canyon Hoedown ¢ Bright Angel, 
PO Box 50127, Parks, AZ 86018, 
520/635-0010. (CD/Cassette) ¢ Bright 
Angel is Philip and Laurel Strong- 
Muehl. Phillip plays hammered dul- 
cimer, kazoo, percussion and tin whistle 
while Laurel plays guitar. Grand 
Canyon Hoedown is their first release 
and is a rollicking collection of tradi- 
tional tunes highlighting Phillip’s dul- 
cimer. The tunes include Down 
Yonder/Ragtime Annie, Buffalo 
Gals/Red Wing/Golden Slippers, West- 
phalia Waltz, and Under The Double 
Eagle. 
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A Collection of Traditional Instrumentals ¢ 
Loose Change, Diddly Music, 904 
Houston Street, Arlington, TX, 76012 
817-275-3872. (CD/Cassette) ® Loose 
Change is Dana Hamilton on ham- 
mered and mountain dulcimers and 
banjo; Peggy Fleming on fiddle; Ken 
Fleming on guitar, tenor banjo and 
mandolin; and Kevin Alewine on guitar, 
mandolin, flute and tin whistle. Loose 
Change is the stuff left over after one 
breaks a dollar. It jingles in your pocket, 
and when you get enough of it, it usual- 
ly adds up to something. Although the 
members of the group have performed 
together and apart in several other 
groups, they particularly enjoy the way 
it tends to add up when they play 
together. Includes Boatman’s/Cherokee 
Shuffle, Spare Change/Jim Stinson’s III, 
Waitin’ in Frisco/Chasin’ the Tail, 
Colored Aristocracy/48 Dogs in the 
Meathouse, and Eddie’s Hornpipe/ 
Devanney’s Goat/Man of Aran. 


Faith of Our Fathers e After Class, 2069 
Lake View Lane, Birmingham, AL 
35244. (CD/Cassette) ¢ After Class is 
Rob Angus on hammered dulcimer, 
Mark Weldon on violin, and Brant 
Beene on guitar and mandolin. Mark 
has toured professionally with several 
groups including Three on a String and 
for country star Mel Tillis. Brant writes 
a lot the group’s material and his writ- 
ing credits include a top-ten country 
song recorded by Barbara Mandrell. 
Faith of Our Fathers features very cre- 
ative arrangements of some favorite 
hymns including Amazing Grace, He 
Leadeth Me, Rock of Ages/Nothing But 
the Blood, and Just As I. 


Celtic Roots e Hesperus, Maggie’s Music, 
PO Box 4144, Annapolis, MD 21403 
877/624-4436. (CD/Cassette) ¢ Hespe- 
rus is an internationally renowned early 
music ensemble that, in performance, 
may improvise a Medieval dance, a 
1950’s Chicago blues, an Inca flute tune, 
or a 17th century Irish ballad. On Celtic 
Roots, they play Scottish and Irish music 
from the earliest known traditional 
sources and explore the connections 
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between that music and the music of 
England and America. Tina Chancey 
plays treble and bass violas da gamba, 
fiddle and recorder; Grant Herreid 
plays lute, theorbo, early guitars and 
recorder; and Scott Reiss plays 
recorders, whistle, and hammered dul- 
cimer. Guests includes Bonnie Rideout 
on fiddle, William Taylor on harps, and 
Philippe Varlet on fiddle. Includes The 
Reel of Tulloch, and MacDonald’s of 
the Isles March to Harlaw/Source of the 
Spey/The Periwig. 


Boo-Tay ¢ Bare Jr., Immortal-Epic, 2100 
Colorado Avenue, Santa Monica, CA 
90404, 310-449-2873. (CD/Cassette) © 
This album proves three things: (1) 
there really are rock and roll bands in 
Nashville, TN; (2) Bobby Bare, Jr., real- 
ly was nominated for a Grammy at age 
seven; and (3) you really can play the 
dulcimer through a distortion pedal. 
Bare Jr. is a rock band that features 
Bobby Bare, Jr. on guitar and lead 
vocals and also showcases Tracey Hack- 
ney on dulcimer—or perhaps I should 
say distorted dulcimer. Other members 
include Mike Grimes on guitar, Dean 
Tomasek on bass, and Keith Brogdon 
on drums. The album may not be for 
everybody, but if a rock groove, elec- 
tronic effects, and lyrics like “You Blew 
Me Off/It Turned Me On” and “You 
Dig Me More than I Dig Myself” 
appeal to you, then this may be exactly 
what you’re looking for. Other titles 
include Nothin’ Better to Do, The 
Most, Tobacco Spit, Faker, I Hate 
Myself and several others. 


Do-It-Yourself Dulcimer Building —Start to 
Finish © Neal A. Koch, Littleleaf Press, 
PO. Box 187, Milaca, MN 56353, 
320/556-3624, littleleaf@maxminn.com. 
(Book) ¢ Last issue, I whetted your 
appetite for Do-It-Yourself Dulcimer 
Building Start to Finish by listing it in the 
What’s New column based on a galley 
proof I received from the publisher. 
The book—with substantial revisions— 
is now a reality and is available from 
Littleleaf Press. It contains complete 
plans for building your own floating 
soundboard hammered dulcimer as well 
as a ton of other valuable information. 


Playing Hammered Dulcimer e Linda 
Thomas, 6409 E. 110th St, Kansas City, 
MO 64134, 816/763-5040. (Book/Cas- 
sette) © Linda has collaborated with gui- 
tarist Dan DeLancey on a number of 
very nice hammered dulcimer albums in 
the past. Now she has published an 
instruction book for beginning players. 
The book features a variety of 
tunes—hymns, folk songs, classics, holi- 
day songs and fiddle tunes—and comes 
with a companion cassette tape, with 
great guitar accompaniment by 
DeLancey, which provides ear training 
as a guide to learning the tunes. The 
recorded versions of the tunes are usu- 
ally identical to the written arrange- 
ments. The dulcimer and guitar are 
conveniently recorded on separate 
tracks so the student can turn off the 
dulcimer track and play along with just 
the guitar. Includes Amazing Grace, 
Ash Grove, Aura Lee, Farther Along, 
Girl I Left Behind Me, In the Garden, 


Mansion Over the Hilltop, Old Joe 
Clark, Saint Anne’s Reel, Scarborough 
Fair, and many others. 


Snow Covered Ice ¢ Timothy Seaman, 127 
Winter East, Williamsburg, VA 23188, 
757-565-1461. (CD/Cassette) ¢ In addi- 
tion to his new Williamsburg CD (see 
the Reviews column in this issue), Tim 
Seaman has another new recording 
available. Snow Covered Ice, subtitled_A 
Scottish Christmas, features Tim on 
hammered dulcimer, flutes, melodica, 
glockenspiel, whistle, and bowed 
psaltery; John Turner on fiddle, 
recorder, triangle, pipe and tabor, tam- 
bourine, and kit fiddle; and Ardie Boggs 
on Celtic harp and sleigh belis. Togeth- 
er, they call themselves Yuletide 
Strings. The album was recorded live in 
concert and showcases a traditional col- 
lection of Christmas tunes including 
Patapan, Chris Turner’s Christmas 
Waltz, Christmas Day in the Morning, 
and Christmas Hymn to St. 
Joseph/Huron Carol. > 
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CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 


TWEETWATER 


PRODUCTIONS 
Now available on 


The Three | 
String 


Orchestra 


31 classical tunes arranged for the 
Mountain Dulcimer in DAD tuning 
with standard notation and tablature. 
Includes Bach, Mozart, Beethoven 
Handel and more. 

For intermediate to advanced players. 
Companion CD includes all 31 tunes 
on solo Lap Dulcimer 
Book Only-$13.75ea Post Paid 
Book & CD-$25.00ea Post Paid 
CD only-$11.2S5ea Post Paid 


a series of Mountain 
Dulcimer tablature 
books each containing 
13. songs/tunes. Each 
book contains tunes of a 
different genre each 
written in standard 
notation with chords 
and 3 line tablature in 
DAD tuning. 


Baker’s Dozen series - Volumes | - 6 


$6.00 ea Post Paid 


Other titles available 
send for brochure 


Now accepting 
MasterCard and Visa 


send orders to: 
Shelley Stevens 
643 E. Euclid Ave. 
Springfield, OH 45505 


937-323-7864 
shelleystevens@musician.org 


Unclassified ads are 45¢ per word, 
payable in advance. There is a 20% 
discount for pre-paid (4 issues) 
unclassified ads running unchanged 
in 4 or more consecutive issues 


Note-Ably Yours: Call for our free 
catalog of books, cassettes, and 
videos for the mountain dul- 
cimer, hammered dulcimer, 
harp, fiddle, pennywhistle, 
bodhran, mandolin, bagpipes, 
autoharp, harmonica, ocarina, 
bones, accordion, bouzouki, 
concertina, dobro, recorder and 
ukulele. We carry a vast selec- 
tion of Celtic, Ethnic, and 
Native American music. Order 
from 1-800-828-0115. Questions 
937-845-8232. Fax 937-845-3773. 
E Mail Noteably@aol.com. And 
last but not least, check out our 
Web site at http://members.aol. 
com/wplanet/ny.htm for books, 
recordings and closeouts. Note- 
Ably Yours, 6865 Scarff Rd., 
New Carlisle, OH 45344-9663. 


Finely Designed Hand-Crafted Folk 
Toys. Limber Jack, Dog, Pony, 
Bear, Frog, Rooster, Lamb, Uni- 
corn and Dinosaur. $12.95 each 
includes shipping. Jean’s Dul- 
cimer Shop, P.O. Box 8, Cosby, 
TN 37722. 


Hammer Dulcimer Players. Get the 
Ebony Edge. Hammers made 
with your choice of wood, with 
an ebony striking edge for dura- 
bility and longer life. Exclusively 
from Joyful Noise Music. Send 
for free details. Joyful Noise 
Music, 6141 Wildwood Drive, 
Rapid City, SD 57702. 605/355- 
9883. E-Mail: joyfulnoisemu- 
sic@juno.com. 


Teacher wanted. Live within two 
hours of Charleston or Hunting- 
ton, WV? Play hammered dul- 
cimer and willing to teach? Call 
collect 304/757-5497. 


Expand your lontan repertoire with 
our new book: 2/ Original Tunes 
for Ionian Lovers. Mountain 
dulcimer music for advanced 
beginner to intermediate. 44- 
page spiral bound book, $12. 
Homemade cassette, $5. Ship- 
ping, $2. 1920 Brookhaven, 
Jonesboro AR 72401. 870/932- 
5437. 


Unclassifieds 


Newest Kitchen Musician Books: 
Really new: #16 Further Collec- 
tion of Dances, Marches, Minuets 
and Duets, Later 18th Century, 20 
pages, 50 tunes, from 18th cen- 
tury personal copybooks. Dance, 
Irish, Scottish, Carolan tunes, 
many still popular today, $8.00. 
Still New: #15 Music of the Ohio 
River Frontier 1788-1825, 16 
pages, 39 tunes. Great tunes, 
interesting historical tidbits, 
$5.00. #14 Songs, Airs & Dances 
of the 18th Century from Play- 
ford, Baroque recorder pieces, 
etc., 20 pages, 36 tunes, many 
with parts for other instruments, 
$8.00. Also, learning series: 
Square One #1 Hammer Dul- 
cimer for Absolute Beginners, 16 
page method book at very basic 
level. Simple exercises for ham- 
mer control, pattern playing, 
octave patterns, duplicate notes, 
$5.00. Square One #2 Exercises 
for Hammer Dulcimer (Playing 
Patterns). Exercises to develop 
visual skills, muscle memory, 
strengthen weak hand, $5.00. 
Shipping $1.00 one item, 40 
cents each additional. Sara 
Johnson, 449 Hidden Valley 
Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45215. 
513/761-7585. E-mail: kitchiegal 
@aol.com. 


Nick Krukovsky. Sample his lively, 
bouncy, energetic hammered 
dulcimer style on David Mal- 
lett’s “I Knew this Place,” sung 
by Clare Wettemann on her cas- 
sette O Come Sing. Other selec- 
tions a capella or accompanied 
by various instruments including 
MacKenzie-type psaltery, moun- 
tain dulcimer, and guitar. $11.50 
ppd. Clare Wettemann, 319 
Summit Hill Rd., Jordanville, 
NY 13361. 


Folk Notes Dulcimers, 13813 State 
St., Grabill, IN, 46741. Many 
dulcimers in stock: Hudson, 
Songbird, Dusty Strings, Lost 
Valley, Simerman, McSpadden, 
Folkroots, Chittum, Jeff 
Gaynor, TK O’Brien’s, Folkcraft 
and our own! Also, harps, 
psalteries, Native American 
flutes, crystal flutes, bodhrans, 
dumbeks, tinwhistles, and more. 
We have lessons available, 
accessories, and recorded old- 
time, Celtic, and world music. 
Open Monday by appointment 
or chance. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 219/627-5343. www.fol- 
knotes.com. 


The Windy Day: A new recording 
by flutist Linda Hickman, with 
Tabby Finch playing harp, ham- 
mer dulcimer and keyboard. 
The tunes are all originals, 
played in traditional styles on 
Native American and Irish flutes 
and whistles. Other musicians 
are Michael DeLalla, guitar, 
Jesse Winch, percussion, and 
Regan Wick, piano. “Straight 
from the heart!” - The Washing- 
ton Post. CD: $15, cassette: $10. 
Shipping: $2.50 one item, .50 
each additional item. Finch 
Music, PO Box 336, Round Hill, 
VA 20142. 


Hammered Dulcimer Book/Video/ 
Cassette. For beginning to inter- 
mediate hammered dulcimer 
players. Twenty-five tunes and 
arrangements. Also, book/video/ 
cassette for mountain dulcimer. 
Mel Bay Publications by Made- 
line MacNeil. Book: $10.00; 
Video: $30.00; Cassettes: $10.00. 
Shipping: $2.50 (1 item), .50 for 
each add. item. P.O. Box 2164, 
Winchester, VA 22604. 


Dutcimer Players News back issues 
special 4 for $12 ppd: Vol. 21, 
No. 4, Vol. 22, No.1, 2, 3, Vol. 
23, No. 1, 2,3. Vol. 24, No. 1, 2, 
3, 4. Recent back issues $6 each. 
Dulcimer Players News, P.O. 
Box 2164, Winchester, VA 
22604. 540/678-1305. 


Sharing songs since 1950, Sing 
Qut! The Folk Song Magazine con- 
tinues to cover the broadly 
defined world of traditional and 
contemporary folk music. Each 
200-page issue includes articles, 
news, tons of reviews, festival 
and camp listings, instrumental 
“teach-ins” and complete lead 
sheets for twenty songs. Sub- 
scribing Membership: $22 (1 yr.) 
$40 (2 yrs.) $54 (3 yrs.); Basic 
Membership: $30 (1 yr.) $56.50 
(2 yrs.) $81 (3 yrs.); Sustaining 
Membership: $50 or $100 per 
year. Sing Out!, Box 5253-D, 
Bethlehem, PA 18015-0253. 
www.singout.org. 


The Bowed Psaftery Instruction And 
Song Book, by Jean Schilling. 
Beginners’ playing instructions, 
care of the psaltery and bow, tun- 
ing, string replacement, and sev- 
enty-six songs, with chords— 
American, English, Scottish, and 
Irish favorites, hymns, carols, and 
O’Carolan tunes. $12.95 postpaid 
from Crying Creek Publishers, 
PO. Box 8, Cosby, TN 37722. 


Autoharp Quarterly, the interna- 
tional magazine dedicated to the 
autoharp enthusiast. Subscrip- 
tions: US-$18, Canada-$20, 
Europe-$22, Asia/South Pacific- 
$24. US currency, please. Stone- 
hill Productions, PO Box 336, 
New Manchester, WV 26056- 
0336. aharper@weir.net, 
www.fmp.com/aq 


Instrument Builders: Our respect- 
ed quarterly journal American 
Lutherie is entirely devoted to 
building and repairing dul- 
cimers, guitars, mandolins, lutes, 
violins, and other string instru- 
ments. We also have instrument 
plans including a hammer dul- 
cimer. Write for complete info, 
or send $39 for membership. 
GAL, 8222 S. Park, Tacoma, WA 
98408. www.luth.org. 


Hammered Dulcimer work- 
shops with Steve Schneider cov- 
ering all levels, topics, and 
repertoires. For information: 
Box 34, Congers, NY 10920. 
914/268-8809. 


Custom Appalachian Dulcimers - 
standard, baritone, and bass dul- 
cimers made to order. Choice of 
25” or 28-1/2” string length on 
standard dulcimers. Baritone 
and bass dulcimers have a 28- 
1/2” string length. Send for 
brochure. John Stockard, 3686 
Sussex Drive, Milledgeville, GA 
31061. 912/452-5713. E-mail: 
jstockard@geocities.com. 


Wonderful Prices at Wildwood 
Music. We have over 600 new 
acoustic instruments in stock. 
Mountain and hammered dul- 
cimers by Kurt Simerman, Dul- 
cimer Factory, Jeff Gaynor, Blue 
Lion, Masterworks, Lost Valley, 
Chris Foss, Michael Allen, 
McSpadden, and Dusty Strings. 
Books, tapes, CDs, and acces- 
sories. Wildwood Music, 
Historic Roscoe Village, 
Coshocton, OH 43812. 614/622- 
4224. www.wildwoodmusic.com. 


GD) Maggie's Music 
Fit : Celebrating 15 years of 
<Ooy, Hammered Dulcimer Recordings! 


Her best album yet! These evocative interpretations include 
music from Ireland, Northumberland, Scotland, and Sweden. 
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“Her playing is impeccable... This is a lush production 
but never overwhelms...compelling.” pen 


CDs $12; Tapes $8 (+$4 s/h) 
Add $5 and get Celtic Sampler CD (75 min of Maggie's Music Artists) 


For Ordering, our free catalog, music books, tour schedules or information: 
PO Box 4144-DPN Annapolis, MD 21403 410-268-3394 
| (877) 624-4436 (orders only) or www.maggiesmusic.com 


HAMMERED 
DULCIMER 


It’s Easy, It’s Faster, It’s Simple and 


Most O£ All It’s F 


You see the dulcimer on the [ 2 


TY screen just like the one awh 
you are playing due to a dif- 
ferent filming technique that 
allows you to see which 
notes to play and how to 
play them. 


Great for basic beginning 
and advanced students. 
#1 Basic #2 Advanced 


Order from: 

Mountain Song 
PO Box 2774 
Shelby, NC 28151 


High Country Dulcimers, Inc. 
8830 Hwy 105 S 

Boone, NC 28607-9523 
(828) 963-7878 or 888-963-7878 (704) 484-9450 


Congratulations! 
Larry Conger 


1998 National Mountain Dulcimer Champion 


Thanks for playing and promoting 
McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers. 


Larry joins a long line of National champions 
who have played McSpadden Dulcimers. 


For performances, workshops, books, recordings: 
Contact Larry at TNDulciman@aol.com 
call him at 901-642-6100 
or write to PO Box 131 
Paris, TN 38242 


For the latest information about our dulcimers, 
improvements, and new products, 


website: mcspaddendulcimers.com 
email: mcspadden@mvtel.net 
phone: 870-269-4313 
fax: 870-269-5283 


McS padden Musical Instruments 
PO Box 1230 DPN * Mtn. View, AR 72560 
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HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
AND FOLK IMERS- 


with a solid reputation built 
on quality and service. 


¢ Seven dulcimer models including 

the superb John McCutcheon 
Chromatic Series 

¢ TriStander Support System 

* Cases, stands, hammers, 

videos & books 


Call or write for 
free brochure 


Dusty Strings Co. 
(206) 634-1656 3406 Fremont Ave. N. | 
FAX (206) 634-0234 Seattle, WA 98103 


Subscribers: If your mailing label is dated 8/1/1999, that means your subscription ends with this 


issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming without interruption, send us your renewal before 


PO Box 2164 © Winchester, VA 22604 


Address Service Requested 


Mail to: 
August-October, 1999 Issue 
Subscription copies mailed in July. 
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(Made “Dulcimers 


EXCEPTIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP 
CLEAR MELLOW TONE 

Low ACTION 

EASY TO PLAY 


Now witH 


PEARL AND rf Mountain Dulcimers meticulously handcrafted by Bill Taylor. 


ABALONE / * 3 basic models * Custom orders gladly accepted * 


DECORATION é free brochure * Cassettes, books and accessories * Send SASE for brochure ¢ 


Appalachian Dulenners by Keith Young TAYLOR MADE DULCIMERS 


790 McMahan Hollow Rd. 
3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 Pigeon Forge, TN 37863 


Telephone: 703-941-1071 email: kyoung44@aol.com (423) 428-8960 


October 1, 1999. Labels dated 11/1/1999 mean you have one issue after this one. Renewing early is just fine! 


